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Mauntanla seeks help against Polisario 

-CASABLANCA (R) — Mauritania has appealed for French military help 
to resist guerrillas fighting for independence in Western Sahara if a 
referendum there goes in favour of Morocco. French officials said Friday. 
Official French sources said Mauritanian President Mohammad Maaouya 
OuW Sirrah mad Taya feared bis country amid be sWamped by Polisario 
fighters if Morocco won the projected vote in the territory on independ- 
ence or tategration with Morocco “He is worried. He thinks... Mauritania 
risks seeing an important number of people arrive on its territory who do 
not accept the majority verdict in the event that is favourable to 
integration with Morocco^' one French official said. “That would pose 
serious problems for the Mauritanian army, which is not wdl-equippttJ.“ 
The offiaal said France had twice guaranteed Mauritania's territorial 
integrity and if necessary “will reaffirm the position of the recent past.” In 
a related development, the Polisario Front said Friday it had handed over 
to the ILS. embassy in Algiers bodies of five Americans killed when their 
plane was shot down over die Western Sahara last week. 
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France to cut force in Chad 

CASABLANCA. Morocco f R) — French President Francois. Mitterrand 
said Friday that France would reduce its military force in Chad, which hiis 
improved ties with Libya after years of border clashes. He told Chadian 
President Hissene Habrc at a privaic meeting of the widely-expected 
decision, which follows Iasi month's agreement by Chad and Libya to 
restore diplomatic relations. "France intends to trim the Epcrvnrr system 
which was set up to organise the defence of Chad against an invasion, 
Mitterrand told a news conference at the end of a two-day Fninco-Afnean 
summit in Casablanca. Ar the peak of operation Epervier (SparrowhawkJ. 
which began in 1986. France had 1.800 soldiers and airmen stationed in 
the Central African country. A senior French source told Reuters the sue 
of the force had been cut to 1,300 men but the operation still cost 30 
million francs ($5 million) a month. Habre wants a strong French garrison 
(a remain in case of renewed conflict with Libya. The two countries 
agreed to a ceasefire in September last year after 15 years of warring over 
the disputed Aouzou Strip. 
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‘Inter-f aith dialogue 
builds understanding* 


status 



AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
returned home - Thursday after 
taking part in the final session of 
the fifth Islam ic-Ch ris tian dia- 
logue held in die Swiss city of 
Champery. 

Addressing -the ’final session. 
Prince Hassan stressed the im- 
portance of such meetings; saying 
that they contribute to enhancing 
confidence and building bridges 
of mutual understanding. 

Prince Hassan said: “We have 
attempted through the Islamic- 
Chrisrian debates to identify and 
encourage the outcome of the 
various kinds of dialogue arid I 
am very pleased to see that the 
working teams emanating from 
this meetings represent the 
youth, decision-makers and intel- 
lectuals from various nationali- 
ties." 

The Crown Prince noted that 
the topics of discussion at the 
/neetings embodied the commit- 
ment to select whatever steps that 
lead to agreement and to mini- 
mise differences. 

Prince Hassan voiced hope that 
“well be able to relay through 
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HRH Crown Prince Hassan 


the youth our deliberations as a 

torch of hope and knowledge.” 

“We have won recognition of 
the importance of the human 
dignity and has called for plural- 
ism.” 

He added that be considered 
the very fact that there' were. 
Christian Arabs as a “basic com- 
ponent of our nationality and of 
our joint march as one family." 

“We are suffering from the 
crisis of identity and I do not 
know how can any one of us 
know that he or she is weak or 
strong.” He noted that while 
talking about justice and peace, 
“the question that arises is where 
is the psychological peace, and 
most importantly, how will .the 
future generations judge us for 
our inability to achieve the uni- 
fied will?' 

Prince Hassan called for resist- 
ing' apartheid saying chat “in 
addition to achieving justice and 
peace, we have to overcome the 
difficulties that have aggravated 
due to the racial political order 
imposed on some people.” 

Prince Hassan highlighted the 
importance of the occupied Arab 
city of Jerusalem for all 
monotheistic faiths. However, be 
said, the Israeli claims do not 
form a sufficient justification for 
placing the Holy Q'ty under 
Israeli sovereignty because his- 
tory proves otherwise. 

On the Arab-lsraeli conflict. 
Prince Hassan said the PLO was 
the sole and legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple and stressed the Palestinians' 
right to self-determination and to 
establishing their -own state on 
their national soil. 

Prince Hassan called for collec- 
tive work to achieve international 
accords on mutual support and i 
cooperation- at various levels. ‘ 
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Palme murder suspect arraigned 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — Christer Pdlerssofl, a 41-jrearioid Swede with 
a long -criminal record, was att ai ne d Friday in the slaying of Prime 
Minister OW Palme and ordered to remain m police custody for 
farther investigation- Pfettersson, who was arrested Wednesday, 
pleaded innocent. Prosecutors argued that there were reasonable 
grounds to befieve he Icffled Pahne nearly three years ago, and that be 
should be held while they buid a case for trial. - 

Arab League to meet on Lebanon 

TUNIS (R) — The Arab League wffl bold a special mto&erial meeting 
Jan. 3 at Sudan’s request to explore ways to reconci l e various factions 
in Lebanon, a league source said Thursday. 

Bush names Tower for Pentagon 

WASHINGTON (R) — President-elect Bush aonmmeed Friday be bad 
chosen former Texas Senator John Tower as Ins defence secretary, 
standing by his old friend despite a swirl of controversy. He said 
Tower, 63, was a man of “pat experience, expertise and commit- 
ment to peace and freedom.” . 

Angola rebels report continued fighting 
■ - 

LISBQN (AP) — Despite the signing of a peace protocol between 
Angola, Cuba and Sooth Africa, reports monitored Friday in Lisbon 
reported cbutmuhig. fighting inside Angola. Statements distributed by' 
tire rebel National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UN1TA) claimed they ItiUed 96 government soldiers ■ recent dashes 
across the. country. UNITA pot their own casualties at 10. However, 
the Angolan news agency, Angop, reported 62rebete killed in' fighting 
in which 12 government troopers died. 

Nigeria frees Buhari and Idiagbon 

LAGOS' (R) — ■ Nigeria’s nitny rulers Friday Creed former 
strongman Mohammedu Bnhari, d*toh»#d since he was deposed in 
1985, and his right-hand man Tamde Itfiagbon, President Ibrahim 
BabangMa's spokesman said. Dnro Onabnle told Renters that Bnhari, 
released Wednesday to attend his mother's hmeral in his northern 
home town of Datira, was now free. He said the order releasing 
Idiagbon was signed Friday. 

Hanging delayed in Gandhi killing ' 

NEW DELHI (R) — India’s supreme court asked President Riuns- 
wamy Venfartaraman Friday to reconsider a mercy petition from one 
of the' two Sikhs sentenced to bang for the assassination of Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi. Chief Justice Pathak, speaking on behalf of a 
five-judge. bench, said the execution of Kehar Singh would be delayed 
until Venkataraman dealt a second time with the mercy petition be 
r^ected last month. Second convict Satwant Sragh's appals have all 
been rejected. He has said through a lawyer he has no intention of 
seeking mercy, 


UNIFtL soldiers missing in S. Lebanon 

BEIRUT (R) — Three Irish sofrtters serving with tbe U.N, peacekeep- 
ing force in South Lebanon, disappeared Friday, the second time in 24 
boars that Irish troops were reported miss ing. Timor Goksd, 
spokesman of the Umted Nations Interim Force In Lebanon (UNI- 
FIL), said a search had beat mounted for the men, who were last seen 
In the area of TBwin village at mo a.m. local (0930 GMT). He had 
no other details. 

PLO ambassador named to Algeria . 

ALGIERS (AP)'— Algeria accepted the credentials of the first 
ambassador of the newly declared Palestinian state Friday, a 
statement from the Foreign Ministry transmitted by the government 
news agency APS said. The statement identified the new amb as sado r 
as Mimther Dajsuri (Atm! Iz). 



Rifai: Jordan seeks to explain Arab- Palestinian position 
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By a Jordan Times Staff Writer with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein the Arab-lsraeli conflict and said he expected 
Friday voiced high optimism that the Amer- effort to be launched soon towards convening 


ican decision to initiate a dialogue with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
would lead to a comprehensive settlement of 


an International conference on the Middle 
East. - 


Interviewed by tbe American Wednesday by the Reagan adminis- 
television network NBC, the tration, was particularly important 
King said he was “extremely hap- since it followed a dear Palestinian 
py and encouraged” by the Amer- strategy as reflected in resolu- 

very important towards resolv % o^k-by PLO Chairman Yasser 


HM King Hi 


ing the most volatile problem 
threatening regional peace in this 
area and certainly the world.” 
The U.S. derision, announced 


Arafat in Geneva, the King said. He 
pointed out that tbe Arab position is 
totally supportive of the PLO stand. 
“Following the PNC resolutions. 


the Palestinian positions has been 
very, very dear, he said, answering 
ail the requests made by the interna- 
tional community and the United 
States in Geneva.” the King said. 

The roost important element in the 
latest developments as far as the 
American public is concerned, tbe 
King said, that the. Arabs and the 
Palestinians have opted for peace and 
shouldered to contribute their efforts 


for lasting peace and justice. “This 
itself is a very good development, that 
was sought for a long period of time." 
he said. 

The discussions he held with Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak on his 
way back from France Thursday, the 
King said, dealt -with the latest de- 
velopments and bilateral relations 

(Continued on page 2) 


Israeli troops kill 4 
Palestinians, wound 27 


Rifai, Soviet team 
review cooperation 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — In some of the 
bloodiest clashes of the year-long 
Palestinian uprising, Israeli 
troops Friday shot and killed four 
Palestinians and wounded 27 
others. 

Israel, meanwhile, denied en- 
try to Abdeen Jabara, a U.S. 
citizen' and the president of the 
American Arab Anti-Discrimina- 
tion Committee. 

Foreign ministry spokesman 
Alon Uel said Jabara was barred 
“because of his long record of 
.anti-Israeli activities." He said 
-these included serving as a de- - 
fence attorney in U.S. courts for 
four Palestinians as well as mak- 
ing anti-Israeli and anti-Zionist 
statements. 


Residents declared an im- 
promptu general strike in Nablus 
to protest the death and clashes 
erupted in the neighbourhood of 
Ras A1 Ein during a funeral 
march Friday, witnesses said. 

They said dozens of mas ked 
protesters carried the coffin 
wrapped in a Palestinian flag and 
draped with a traditional head- 
dress. As they marched, many 
waved tbe Palestinian banner and 
chanted “We will avenge your 
blood. Daoud.” 

Some Palestinians then began 
to hurt stones at troops, who 
opened j fire, killing two Palesti- 
nians, tbe reports said. Two more 
Palestinians- died as clashes 
spread to other areas. 

Anglican hospital officials 


-Jabara told the AP tbe ban was ' identified the dead men as Yassin 


“an unconscionable act. I am not 
an enemy of the state. I have 
been here at least 15 times be- 
fore.” 

In Nablus, heavy black smoke 
from burning tyres filled the air 
i and the wail of ambulance sirens 
was heard throughout the city, 
witnesses said. 

As news of the deaths spread, 

, residents poured into the streets, 
erecting . dozens of roadblocks 
and hanging black flags of mourn- 
ing from rooftops. 

Tbe dashes were sparked by 
the death Thursday night of 
-Ashraf Al Haj Daoud, 15, who 
died from a gunshot wound to the 
chest be suffered Nov. 25, doc- 
tors at Nablus' Anglican hospital 
said. 


Sharshir, 21, shot in the head; 
Fayez Sbaku, 20, hit in the chest, 
and Iyad Abul Helal, 18, shot in 
the bead and cbesL 

The fourth victim wps identi- 
fied by family members as Nidal 
Shafik, 26. They said he was hit in 
the neck and chest. 

The deaths raised to 336 the 
number of Palestinians killed in 
the year-long uprising. 

Doctors put the wounded toll 
in Nablus at 20 and said four were 
in critical condition. 

An array spokesman confirmed 
four Palestinians were killed and 
nine others wounded. Troops 
clamped a curfew on the city of 
120,000 and barred journalists 
and photographers from the area. 

Israel's socialist parliament- 


Isolated Israel 
under pressure 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s di- 
vided leaders, facing mounting 
!. international isolation, came 
under pressure Friday to produce 
their own peace plan as the Un- 
ited States opened historic talks 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

But Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, bogged down in efforts 
to form a new coalition govern- 
ment, was said by aides to oppose 
j any initiative beyond a renewed 
call on the Arab states to negoti- 
ate directly with Israel. 

“It's very dear now there has 
to be a switch in Israeli strategy 
and tactics regarding the con- 
tinuation of the peace process,” a 
senior foreign ministry official 
said. “Any Israeli government 
will have to come up with new 
ideas.” 

Newspapers said the govern- 
ment's paralysis allowed the PLO. 
to seize the diplomatic initiative 
and achieve its longstanding goal 
Of recognition by the United 
States. 

Israel was further isolated 
when the U.N. General Assem- 
bly overwhelmingly adopted re- 
solutions Thursday calling for an 
international -peace conference 
and a complete Israeli withdrawal 
from all occupied Arab territor- 
ies, and allowing the PLO to 
change the name of its observer 
mission to "Palestine.” 

Even in Shamir's right-wing 
Likud party, politicians called for 
an Israeli peace move to regain 
diplomatic ground. 

Influential Likud pariiamenta- 
rian Ehud Olmert said in a radio 


interview that Israel should im- 
plement limited Palestinian 
"autonomy” unilaterally in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

.Political sources said Likud 
minister Mosbe Arens, tipped as 
Israel’s next foreign minister, was 
pushing the same proposal pri- 
vately to Shamir. 

But Shamir aide Yossi Ahimeir 
told Reuters: “Tbe prune minis- 
ter didn’t even consider unilateral 
autonomy. Why are we asked to 
initiate something? Why we are 
regarded as the ones who say 
^00,'?” 

He said the U.S. decision to 
talk to the PLO after 13 years of 
boycotting caught Israel at a bad 
time, still without a government 
45 days after an inconclusive 
general election. 

Shamir, who opposes talks with 
the PLO on any conditions, 
would appeal to Arab states as 
soon as his new government was 
formed to negotiate directly with 
Israel on the basis of the 1978 
Israeli-Egyptian Camp David 
accord, Ahimeir said. 

Jerusalem Post commentatoar , 
Yehuda Litani, accusing the 
prime minister of an intransigent 
“bunker mentality." wrote: | 
“With an enemy like Yitzhak i 
Sbarair, the PLO does not heed 
friends.” 

Outgoing Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, leader of the Labour 
Party, called Thursday for elec- 
tions in the occupied territories to 
choose leaders with whom Israel 
could negotiate. 


nan Yair Tsaban demanded that 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
appoint a judge to investigate the 
Nablus violence, Israel Radio 
said. 

It said another left-wing legisla- 
tor, Yossi Sarid, wrote to Rabin 
complaining that the use of plas- 
tic bullets to .counter violence had 
increased fatalities. 

Jabara was refused entry at 
Ben Gurion airport, held in 
police custody and ordered to 
leave on tbe return flight to New 
York Saturday. . 

U.S. embassy officials said 
Israel informed them in advance 
that Jabara would be denied 
entry. 

U.S. embassy spokesman Don 
Cofraan said the embassy had 
contacted Israeli officials “at va- 
rious levels and in various places 
on behalf of a U.S. citizen.” . 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai Friday met 
with a visiting Soviet delegation 
headed by Rafiq Nishanov, a 
member of the Soviet Communist 
Party Central Committee and 
party leader of the Soviet Repub- 
lic of Uzbekistan, and reviewed 
with him the latest developments 
in the Middle East. 

The prime minister and Nisha- 
nov, who previously served as 
Soviet ambassador to Jordan, 
also reviewed bilateral relations 
and cooperation and ways and 
means to strengthen them. 

The meeting was attended by 
Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad Al Lawzi. Senator 
Ammer Khammash, the secret- 
ary general of Parliament and the 
.Soviet ambassador to Jordan. 

Lawzi told the Soviet delega- 
tion Thursday that Jordan, under 


the leadership of His Majesty 
King Hussein, works towards 
establishing a just and compre- 
hensive peace in the region and 
for solving the Palestine problem 
along the lines of United Nations 
resolutions and the international 
legitimacy. 

Lawzi said Jordan was proud of 
the ties of friendship with the 
Soviet Union. 

Lawzi also stressed the need 
for bolding an international peace 
conference to be attended by all 
parties concerned in the Middle 
East conflict, including the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council. 

. Lawzi noted that such a confer- 
ence was the right optimal form 
for establishing just peace 
guaranteed by the superpowers. 


Al Hussein 
cables good 
wishes to 
Ishaq Khan 

AMMAN ( Petra I — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Friday scot a 
cable to Ghulam Ishaq Khan 
congratulating him on his elec- 
tion as president of Pakistan. 

The King wished the Pakis- 
tani president good health and 
said Jordan was looking for- 
ward to continuing cooperation 
and fraternal relations between 
the two countries. 

“The trust placed in your 
person by the brotherly people 
of Pakistan is an indication of 
the fine attributes and lead- 
ership with which you are en- 
dowed,” the King said. “It is 
also an indication of the high 
hopes and the great promise 
with which they view the fu- 
ture. The Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan has always been in the 
forefront of all Islamic efforts 
to bolster common effort and 
joint action for the benefit of 
the Islamic Ummah and 
humanity as a whole. The Arab 
Nation is always indebted to 
the nnfailing support which 
you have generously extended 
to its just causes. 

“We, in Jordan, pne also, 
grateful and proud indeed of 
the truly unique and special 
relations that have always ex- 
isted between our two peoples 
and countries. We look to (he 
continuation of these ties and 
this privileged position under 
your wise and able leadership. 

“We also look with anticipa- 
tion to the privilege of welcom- 
ing you in Jordan in tbe near 
future to give us tbe opportun- 
ity of expressing to you and 
your brotherly people, tbe high 
esteem and deep affection with 
which we bold you. 

“With my best wishes for 
your continued good health 
and farther prosperity for your 
brotherly and dear country.” 
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TUNIS (Agencies) — American 
and Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) officials met for 
90 minutes Friday in their first 
official face-to-face talks on 
peace in tbe Middle East, en- 
ding a tong U.S. boycott of the 
Palestinian organisation. 

‘iOur discussions were prac- 
tical and characterised, I would 
say, by seriousness of pur- 
pose,” U.S, Ambassador 
Robert H. Pefletrean told re- 
porters following his meeting 
with a four-man PLO delega- 
tion headed by Yasser Abed 
Rabbo, a member of the PLO 
Executive Committee. 

The first meeting, coming just 
two days after Washington declared 
that PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat’s recent statements on renounc- 
ing terrorism and recognising Israel 
met longstanding conditions for be- 
gmnwg contacts, took place in an 
official Tunisian government guest 
residence in suburban Carthage, 
north of Tonis. 

Pefletrean was accomp a nied to 
the tab by Edmond Hud, political 
counselor at the American embassy 
in Tunis. 

Each side made separate state- 
ments after the meeting. 


Abed Rabbo catted tbe first ses- 
sion “practical and constructive.” 
“We hope this dialogue will bring 
us closer to an international confer- 
ence on tbe Middle East,” be said. 
“We hope this (fialogne wffl con- 
tinue and we think it will con- 
tinue.” . 

Although the United States 
moved tost to arrange Friday's 
'talks, a second me eting may not 
take place until after President-elect 
George Bush takes office Jan. 20. 

Abed Rabbo and Pefletrean made 
statements reflecting the differences 
between tbe PLO and the United 
States over bow to set about ending 
tbe Arab-lsraeB conflict. 

Abed Rabbo said the PLO 
thooght tbe aim was to speed up the 
convening of a U.N.-sponsored in- 
ternational peace conference involv- 
ing all tbe parties concerned. 

“Tbe PLO had done everything 
to make this process as easy as 
possible,” be sakL 
Pefletrean, on the other hand, 
said: “It is oar hope that this 
dialogue, as it develops. wiQ bring 
about (facet negotiations that will 
lead to a comprehensive peace.’* 
Arafat met with West German 
officials on Thursday. In a joint 
statement, tbe two sides said the 
VS. move “can only be benefi- 
cial.” 


“The PLO is striving for a com- 
prehensive settlement of the conflict 
that would guarantee to afl those 
involved a life of dignity, freedom 
and peace," Arafat was quoted as 
saying by the-ADN news agency. 

The European Economic Com- 
munity Friday welcomed the U.S. 
decision to open talks with tbe PLO 
and urged d parties involved to 
respond positively and convene a 
peace conference. 

“Tbe twelve welcome the deci- 
sion of the Upfted States govern- 
ment lo initiate a substantive dia- 
logue with tbe PLO,” tbe EEC said 
in a statement released in Athens. 

It noted that this followed con- 
firmation of the acceptance by the 
PLO “of U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 238 and of tbe 
right of Israel to exist, and its (the 
PLO’s explicit renunciation of ter- 
rorism.” 

Tbe dialogue is constructive -for 
the peace process in the Middle East 
and should lead to negotiations be- 
tween tbe parties involved at a 
United Nations sponsored interna- 
tional peace conference, it said. 

In Charlottesville, Virginia, Pres- 
ident Reagan, in a farewell address 
on international affairs, accused the 
U.S. Congress Friday of undercut- 
ting some of his foreign initiatives 
and said his opening to the PLO 


showed that hardline U.S. policies 
pay off. 

“Where Congress and the presi- 
dent have engaged each other as 
adversaries - — as over Central 
America — U-S. policies have fal- 
tered and our common purposes 
have not been achieved,” Reagan 
said in a major foreign policy 
speech at tbe University of Virginia. 

"Where we are strong and stead- 
fast, we succeed,” be added, and 
illustrated the point with reference 
to the historic new breakthrough in 
the U.S.-PLO relations. 

The Arab World has bailed tbe 
United Stales’ decision to talk with 
the PLO as an important step that 
could produce long-awaited resolu- 
tion of tbe Palestine question. 

Except for Israel, most other 
countries — including East Ger- 
many, Belgium, Italy. Greece, Au- 
stralia and Japan — also looked 
favourably on the development. 
“This is a great step by a great 
nation,” said Mohammad MMhera, 
a former Palestinian mayor in 
Halhoul and member of the PLO’s 
ruling Executive Committee. 

• PLO spokesman Ahmad Abdul 
Rahman in Geneva called the U.S. 
move “a historic turning point" 
that he hoped will lead to U.S. 
recognition of Palestinians’ right to 
an independent state. 


U.N. votes for Mideast conference 


GENEVA (Agencies) — The 
U.N. General Assembly has cal- 
led overwhelmingly for the con- 
vening of an international Middle 
East peace conference and for 
temporarily placing the Israeli- 
occupied; territories under U.N. 
supervision. The United States 
and Israel voted against the ac- 
tion. 

The vote on the resolution 
Thursday came after the new 
U.S. willingness to talk to the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) drew a widely positive 
response. 

The final tally was 138-2, with 
two abstentions, Canada and 
Costa Rica. Iran (fid not partici- 
pate in the vote, and Libya and 
Syria voted “yes” with reserva- 
tions, saying they did not recog- 
nise Israel, which was mentioned 
in the resolution. 

The vote dosed out a three-day 
debate on Palestine which was 
held in Geneva after the United 
States refused to grant PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat a visa to 


speak at the United Nations in 
New York. 

The main resolution passed by 
the General Assembly calls for 
the convening of an international 
conference under U.N. auspices 
“with the partidpation of all par- 
ties to the conflict, induding the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, on an equal footing...” 

It requests the U.N. Security 
Council to establish a preparatory 
committee for convening the con- 
ference. 

The resolution “affirms" prin- 
dples for achieving comprehen- 
sive peace, including “tbe with- 
drawal of Israel from the Palesti- 
nian territory occupied since 
1967, induding Jerusalem, and 
the other occupied Arab terri- 
tories.” 

The resolution also “notes the 
expressed desire and endeavours 
to place tbe Palestinian territory 
occupied since 1967? induding 
Jerusalem, under the supervision 
of the United Nations for a li- 
mited period, as part of tbe peace 


process. 

A separate resolution “ack- 
nowledges the proclamation of 
the State of Palestine by the 
Palestine National Coundr Nov. 
15. 

It says that effective Dec. 15, 
the designation "Palestine" will 
replace “Palestine Liberation 
Organisation” in the U.N. sys- 
tem, but the move did not 
amount to U.N. recognition of a 
Palestinian state. 

That resolution passed 104-2, 
with the United States and Israel 
again opposed. Thirty-six coun- 
tries abstained. 

U.S. Ambassador to Geneva 
Joseph Petrone, in a statement 
explaining his country's negative 
votes on the resolutions, said they 
“are unhelpful and inconsistent 
with the search for peace.” 

Referring to the call for U.N. 
supervision in the occupied terri- 
tories, Petrone said the proposal 
was “impractical and unrealis- 
tic,” adding, “We cannot support 
such a concept.” 


He said changing the U.N. 
reference from PLO to Palestine 
“is vague and could be suscepti- 
ble to various interpretations.” 

He added: “We cannot support 
attempts to lend even a degree of 
purported legitimacy to the self- 
proclaimed Palestinian state.” 

U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar welcomed the 
U.S. move as "excellent news." 
He said it created “much more 
favourable" conditions for the 
U.N. to call an international Mid- 
dle East peace conference includ- 
ing the PLO. 

U.N. spokesman Francois 
Giuliani said Perez de CueJlar 
was to return to New York Friday 
to begin consultations aimed at 
speeding up the peace process. 

Hours after the U.S. decision 
was announced in Washington, 
the Soviet Union offered to res- 
tore relations with Israel as soon 
as efforts got tinder way to con- 
vene a Middle East peace confer- 
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iddle East News 


U.N. reports no 


Text of Reagan’s statement 


progress in efforts to 
revive lran-lraq talks 


FOLLOWING is the text of a suite went by U.S. 

| President RonaJd Reagan authorising the State 
Department to enter into a “ substantive dia- 
logue " with the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion ( PLO ). The statement was issued late 
Wednesday by the White House press secretary: 


GENEVA (R) — Peace negotiations with Iran and 
Iraq, taking place on the fringe of this week’s U.N. 
debate on Palestine, failed even to produce a date for 
a new round of talks, U.N. mediator Jan Eliasson 
said Friday. 


"Unfortunately we can still not 
report progress on the major* 
issues," Eliasson said before leav- 
ing Geneva. He added: “We bad' 
a thorough discussion. " 

Eliasson and U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
took advantage of the General 
Assembly debate on Palestine to 
discuss the Gulf war t alks in 
separate meetings with Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz and 
Iranian Ambassador Sirous N as- 
sert . 

“The secretary-general has 
taken no decision on a date, but 
we hope to have some form -of 
contacts with the two sides early 
in the new year. It is not certain 
what form those contacts will 
lake," said Eliasson, a Swedish 
diplomat. 

Diplomatic sources said the 


U.N. team would be reluctant to 
convene new direct talks unless 
one or both of the parties was 
ready to be more flexible. 

“There's no way they're going 
to convene another conference 
unless they (Iran and Iraq) have 
got something to offer," a Euro- 
pean diplomat commented. 

He said doing so could actually 
be dangerous in that the two sides 
might simply harden their posi- 
tions. 

The sources said Perez de 
Cuellar and/or Eliasson, whom 
the secretary-general named as 
his special representative for the 
Gulf, might visit Tehran and 
Baghdad to seek concessions 
from the leaders there rather than 
calling a new meeting soon in 
Geneva'. 

The talks began after the Aug. 


20 Gulf war ceasefire. The third 
■ round ended Nov. 11 deadlocked 
on the most important issues of a 
. withdrawal of Iraqi forces from* 
Iran and an exchange of more 
than 100,000 prisoners of war 
‘ (PoWs). 

Although it was not specifically 
on the agenda, the question of 
' who owns the Shatt A1 .Arab 
waterway proved even more thor- 
( ny. It was - one of the factors 
behind the war that broke out in 
September, 1980. 

1 Hopes for progress on these 
issues were raised when the two 
sides agreed during the third 
round to exchange their sick and 
wounded PoWs, probably 
numbering a few thousand. 


But the actual exchange broke 
' down after only 211 prisoners 
were- repatriated, when Iran 
failed to present the agreed num- 
ber in each exchange and Iraq 
then retaliated by cutting the 
numbers of Iranians it would 
allow to go home. 


“Tie Palestine Liberation Organisation today 
issued a statement in which it accepted United, 
Nations Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, 
recognised Israel's right to exist, and renounced 
terrori sm . .These have long been onr conditions 
for a substantive dialogue. TTiey have been met. , 
Therefore, I have authorised the State Depart- 
ment to enter into substantive dialogue with PLO 
representatives. The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation most live up to its statements. Id particu- 
lar, it must demon str ate that its renunciation of 
terrorism is pervasive and permanent. 

“The initiation of a dialogue between the 
United States and PLO representatives is an 
important step in the peace process, the more so 
because it represents the serious evolution of 
Palestinian thinking towards realistic and 
pragmatic positions on the key issues. But the 
objective or the United States remains, as always, 
a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. In that 
light, we view this development as one more step 
toward the beginning of direct negotiations be- 
tween the parties, which alone can lead to such a 
peace. 

“The United States’ special conprnitment to 
Israel’s security and well-being re ma ins nnsbafce- 
able. Indeed, a major reason for onr entry Into 
Hire dialogue is to help Israel achieve the recogni- 
tion and security it deserves.” 


- • Shultz’ statement • 

Shortly after the president's statement was 
released, Secretary of Slate George Shultz 
announced that he has designated Robert H. 
Pelletreau, U.S . ambassador to Tunisia, as the 
“only authorised channel fy r that dialogue." 
Shultz announced tbe.deaaoniha televised press 
conference. 

^ Following is the text of Shultz's prepared 
remarks: 

“The Palestine Liberation Organisation today 
issued a statement m winch it accepted U-N. 
Security Conzufi Resolutions 242 and 338, recog- 
nised Israel's right to exist in peace and security!, 
and renounced terrorism. As a result, toe United 
States is prepared for a substantive dialogue with 
PLO representatives. 

“I am designating onr ambassador to Tunisia 
as the only authorised dumnri for that dialogue. 
The objective of die United Slates remains, as 
always, a comprehensive peace in toe. Middle 
East 

“In that tight, I view this deve lop ment as one 
more step toward the beginning of direct negotia- 
tions between, the parties which alone can lead to 
such a peace; 

“Nothing here may be taken to imply an 
acceptance or recognition by the United States of 
an independent Palestinian state. The position of' 
the U.S. is that the status of the West Bank* and 
.Gaza cannot be determined by unilateral acts of 
either side but only through a process of negotia- 
tions. The United States does not recognise the 
declaration of an independent Palestinian state. 

“It is also important to emphasise that the 
United States’ couumtaaent to the security of 

laud r wwafaii wnftinfliiwg. ” 


King voices high hopes 


(Continued from page 1) 
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and “both were of the view that this is 
a historic moment and both were 
hopeful that the future will see the 
translation of tbe will of the world to 
ease tensions and resolve problems.'' 

“We worked very dosely, and our 
views were one and the same," tbe 
King said of the Arab role in bringing 
about the latest developments. 

The King said the efforts of Jordan 
and Egypt were based on the realisa- 
tion that the Palestinians were 
attached to tbeir identity and cause 
and “just as they sought unity with 
Jordan in early 1950s they sought to 
speak for themselves in the recent 
past. That's why we disengaged and 
yet our relations are now better than 
ever, without suspicions and doubts 
of the past. Now they are shouldering 
the responsibility in the best possible 
way..." 

Arafat’s derision to hold a press 
conference Wednesday and reaffirm 
the points he made in his speech to 
tbe U.N, General Assembly the day 
before was taken by the PLO chair- 
man himself, tbe King said. 

• However, tbe King said, “in my 
Way of thinking, (Arafat) had 
answered alii the questions" in his 
speech to the U.N. 

Asked whether the shift in .Amer- 
ican policy towards opening a dia- 
logue with the PLO had changed the 
perception of the U.S. in the region, 
the King said: “It is a welcome 
development. I have been involved 
for the past three years in trying to 
work out the details to enable such a 
dialogue to begin. And that's why I 
was aware of what was going on... 
that’s why I've been saying the PLO 
had answered all questions ade- 
quately." 

The ‘King said he believed that 
Arafat “win do his best to stand by his 
pledge" to stem extremism. “I know 
be will try his best to stand by his 
word,” the King said. 






TAKE AN AEROFLOT 
FLIGHT TO ANY CONTINENT 


Transit flight through the USSR 
is the shortest and most convenient 
route from Europe to Japan 
and the countries of East 
and South-East Asia. 


For more information Tel: 641510 - Amman 


Asked whether Arafat had jeopar- 
dised his own life in adopting modera- 
tion, the King said: “Only God 
knows. But I believe that he has put 
. his credibility, his struggle at stake... 
and I hope that the results will be 
successful in accomplishing his dream 
•and that of all of us of seeing a 
just and lasting peace...” 

The King said be did not see why 
Mubarak’s role in tbe latest develop- 
ment should put the Egyptian leader’s 
life in danger. He described Mubarak 
as one of the greatest patriots in the 
Arab World. 

Tn reply to a- question on Arab 
efforts behind the new Palestinian 
strategy, the King -pointed out that 
, “All Arab states bad endorsed and 
I supported Arafat and the PNC re- 
solutions." 

Asked whether he could see a time 
| frame for a solution of the Arab- 
j Israeli conflict, the King said: “( see 
the beginning — I see the' Arab 
position defined in support of a 
Palestinian position that was lacking, 
may be, for a period of time... Now 
they are responsible... I hope that tbe 
world and (the tendency) to resolving 
problems... will work and I hope that 
an international conference will be- 
come a reality not befoj^ too long..." 


Israel has no options or alternatives 
other than peace negotiations, “un- 
less (Israel) creates a situation of 
turmoil...’' the King said. 

On Thursday, the King and Mubar- 
ak praised tbe U.S. decision to open a 
dialogue with the PLO and predicted 
it wQl p ie pa r e tbe way for an interna- 
tional conference on Arab-Israeii 
peace. 

Tbe King and Her Majesty Queen 
Noor arrived in Cairo from Paris after 
a three-day visit to France, during 
which he held talks with French, 
leaders. 

The King and Queen were accom- 
panied by Prime Minister Zaid'Rjfai 
and Royal Court Chief Marwan AI 
Oasem. 

Rifai said Thursday that King Hus- 
sein's visits to Europe and his con- 
tacts with world countries were aimed 
at Mphrinitig the Palestinian position 
and for asking these countries to 
adopt postions t^at can help initiate 
the peace process. 

- In an interview with Al Hayah 
newspaper, which was published 
Thursday, Rifai said Jordan considers 
that the recent resolutions adopted by 
the PNC have paved the way for 
bolding an international peace con- 
ference and as such there were no 
specific Jordanian demands except 
elucidating the Palestinian and Arab 
positions and informing the world 
countries that it was for tbe first time 
that there were no obstacles on the 
Palestinian and Arab sides for the 
peace process and the international 
peace conference. 

Rifai called for support of the Arab 
and Palestinian position and' efforts 
toward changing the Israeli attitude, 
which places an obstacle in the face of 
-all peaceful efforts. 

Rifai pointed out that King Hussein 
"sees a major and unique role for tbe 
European Ecooomtc Community in 
drawing closer the views of the va- 
rious parties, particularly tbe views of 
the two superpowers ." 

Rifai noted that an agreement be- 
tween the U.S. and tbe Soviet Union 
was vital if an international peace 
conference was to be convened in the 
near future. 

He said an economic cooperation 
agreement concluded between Jordan 
and France during King Hussein’s 
visit to France would be followed up 
by a ministerial committee grouping 
Minister of Planning Taber Kanaan 
and the French trade minister. 

On Arab financial commitments to 
Jordan. Rifai said: "We’ll appreciate 
receiving any such aid, but we cannot 
continue without having to rely on 
onr own resources.” 

He pointed out that Jordan’s exter- 
nal debts were less than the amounts 
of financial commitments pledged by 
Arab countries but were not met. 

Information Minister Ham Kha- 
sawneh said 'Thursday the U.S. deci- 
sion to open talks with the PLO was a 
vital requirement in progress towards 
Middle ’East peace. 

“We see in Washington’s new 
move a development worthy of atten- 
tion as it will lead to direct official 
U.S. -PLO dialogue," Khasawneb 
said. 

"This is a necessary need for the 
peace process because the organisa- 
tion is the party directly concerned 
with the Palestine issue.” 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel jails ‘Soviet spy' for 9 years 


TEL AVIV (R) — Sbabtai Kalmanovitch, a Russian-born 
businessman who mixed with leading Israeli politicians and army 
officers, was jjpled for trine years Thursday for passing secrete to 
Soviet intelligence. Kahnanovitcb, 43 who immigrated m 1971, 
pleaded guilty to espionage and contact with a foreign agent as 
part of a plea bargain with prosecutors who dropped a more 
serious charge <Jf spying with intent to harm .state security. 
Lawyers refused to discuss persistent reports that Israel might 
trade Kalmanovitch in a three-way swap with the Soviet Union 
and the United States, involving the release of- Jonathan and- 
Anne Pollard, American Jews convicted of spying for Israel. 


Jurists say birth control permissible 


KUWAIT (R> — A leading body of Muslim jurists ruled- 
Thursday that birth control was permissible in Islam if man and 
wife agreed. “Temporary birth control is allowed in order to 
separate periods of pregnancy. . . provided that the spouses consult 
and consent in accordance with Islamic law,” the Islamic Fiqh 
(Jurisprudence) Academy said. The academy, which represents 
jurists from 46 Islamic countries, ended a six-day conference on 
ethical issues Thursday. It ruled that laws limiting tbe freedom to 
procreate were against Islam, as were operations to sterilise men 
or women. It said birth control techniques must be legitimate and 
not cause harm. 


4 injured in Gulf mine explosion 


ABU DHABI (R) — Four Indian fishermen were injured when 
^veSeT^ci a mine in tbe Guff dose to the Strmt of 

Hormuz, Al Ittihad oewsparar reported ^m^The 

mine exploded Wednesday off Sha am in Ras AJ Khaunah. The 
fishermen were rescued by local sailors and rushed to a nearby 
hospital. One was in critical condition, the newspap^ smd.Tne 
U.S navy blew up a mine found drifting m the central Gulf off 
B ahrain Sunday. 


Egypt, Israel place new border markers 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and Israel have begun placing 14 new 
border markers in Sinai in accordance with a verdict by an 
international arbitration panel, an Egyptian official said. Ibrahim 
Youssri, director of the legal department of the Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry, told reporters Thursday he expected the new markers to 
be in place within two to three weeks. 


Toxic waste in Lebanon to return to Italy 


LA SPEZIA, Italy (R) — About 8,000 barrels of Italian toxic 
chemical waste dumped in Lebanon will be shipped to the Italian 
port of La Spezia, the city council said Thursday. Mayor Bruno 
Monterfiori said the council had agreed to an Italian government 
request to allow the consignment to dock on condition that the 
nature of the waste was identified and chat it did not stay in La 
Spezia longer than necessary. . 


U.N. troops In Cyprus get 6 more months 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The Security Council agreed 
unanimously Thursday to keep U.N. troops in • Cyprus for a 
further six months. The force, known as UNFICYP, has been on 
duty in the island since 1964 when it went in following civil war 
between Greek and Turkish Cypriote. UNFICYP comprises a 
little more than 2.000 troops and police from eight countries. The 
largest contingent, 741 strong, is from Britain. 1 


Afghan rebel rockets kill nine 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghan rebels killed nine people in a- 
rocket attack on the eastern town of Mehtarlam Thursday, the . 
official Kabul Radio said. Tbe broadcast said 11 people were 
injured when the rebels fired rockets into residential areas of 
Mehtarlam, capital of Baghlan province. The guerrillas have 
launched frequent rocket attacks on Afghan town since Moscow 
began withdrawing its troops from Afghanistan last May under 
U.N.-mediated accords. 


Elias Sarkis’ brother arrested 


NEW YORK (AP) — The brother of a former Lebanese 
president was arrested Thursday at Kennedy international airport 
on charges he tried to smuggle 2.2 kilogrammes of heroin into the 
country, federal authorities said. Gebrayel Sarkis, 70, was 
arrested by agents of the U.S. Customs Service following a flight 
from Switzerland, said Ann Driscoll, a spokeswoman for U.S. 
attorney Andrew Maloney. Driscoll said Sarkis was a brother of 
Elias Sarkis, who served as president of Lebanon from 1976 to 
1982. Elias Sarkis died in June 1985 at age 60. No further details 
about the arrest were immediately available. 


S. Yemen gets $5.6m health loan 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The government of South Yemen will 
get loans of $5.6 million from the World Bank and the United 
Nations to improve health care, it was announced Thursday. Of 
the $5.6 million being loaned to South Yemen, $4.5 million will 
come from the World Bank's International Development Asso- 
ciation. Its loan is repayable in 40 years, including 10 years during 
which only interest is payable at 0.75 of one per cent a year The 
rest of the money is being lent by the World Health Organisation 
and three U.N. funds for children, capital development and 
population activities. The money win help the People's Democra- 
tic Republic of South Yemen construct 19 new buildings, 
including a nursing school, and upgrade 26 others. Some of it also 
80 medical supplies and family planning material. 

About 400,000 people in the remote areas of the Arabian 
Peninsula will benefit, according to the World Bank announce- 
ment. 
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PROGRAMME ONE 

I5t» Koran 

15:50 Programme review 

15s55 Children programme 

16:30 Educational programmes 

16:40 Circus 

17:36 Educational programme 

18:09 News summary 

18:05 Message from Iraq 

18:15 Arabic senes 

16:10 Local programme 

19:40 Programme review 
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20:35 Arabic scries 

21:30 Programme review 

21:45 Local programme 

23:00 News summary m Arabic 

23; 10 Arabic play (contd.) 


19:30 New in Hebrew 

20:00 New in Arabic 

20:30 Paul Danicb Magic Show 

21:10 

Alfred Hitchcock “Murder Party" 

21:35 Saturday Varieiy Show 

2240 News in English 

22:20 Feature film: "Died on a Rainy 
Day” 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:02 
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18.-01 


■■■•— F»i t 
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‘Asr 
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637440. 

De b SaHe Church Tel. 061757 
Tcnasanta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of Ibe Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Omreh Tel. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

5L Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

Rainbow Congregation Tel. 822605. 
The Church of Jesntf Christ of Latter- 
Day Sahib Tel. 815817. 821264 


dnudywith a chance for scattered rain. 
Winds will he southwesterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, il will he partly cloudy with 
northerly moderate winds and calm 
sea. 


Min.'max. temp. 

Amman 8/14 

Aqaba 10 I 18 

Deserts 5 / 15 

Jordan Volley 10 / 19 


Fi ras pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Solam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmetsani pharmacy 637660 


HUD: 

Dr. Ahmed Al Haycf I—) 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy 985238 


Yesterday's biclt temperatures: Am- 
man 12. Aqaba IS. Humidity readings: 
Amman 9U per cent, Aqaba 53 per 
ccm. 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Tareq Hijjawi (— ) 

-Khnlifch pharmacy 985417 
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NUMBERS 


EMERGENCIES 


CHURCHES 


WEATHER 


NIGHT DUTY 


PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 L affaire Saint Romans 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 French varieties 


Assemblies of God Church. Td. 

632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Annunciation Tel. 


Bulletin supplied by rite Deportment of 
Meteorology’. 


It will be relatively cold and partly 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Suleiman Al Kiuyyal 791880 

Dr. Barim Al Qaddouri 646024 

Dr. Munzei Al Ourcini ; 776258 

Dr. Issa Abu Haider 637123 


Gvil Defence Directorate ....... 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

Gvil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192, 621111, 

Fire Brigade 198. 

Blood Bade 

Highway Police 

Traffic Pobco ... 

Public Security Directorate 


656000 / 685111 

Hotel Complaints (05800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

■ Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

{directory assisunct) 12 

Overseas Calls 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs... 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101. 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 648411,636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08-52000- 


Jabal Amman Maternity* 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmetsani Hospital 669131 


University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mu*her Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 ' 

Al-Ahh. Abdali 664164/6 

JtaKan, At-Muhajreen 777101/3 

At-Bashir, J. Ashnfieh 775111/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital ; 674J55 

ZARQA: 

Zania Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaras National Hospital .. (09)991071 
IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

IRBO): 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital <02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Haspual (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)3141 1 1 


HOSPITALS 


Apple 500 / 450 

Banana 350 / 300 

Banana (Mukammar) 300/250 

----- 420/360 

Cabbage- 140/100 

C? 1 ^ '260/200 

■Canfiltower ; 170/100 

Cucumbers 300/220 

Dans . 550 / 500 

Eggplant (targe) 100/60 

£SgP*am (small) 220/160 

- 270 / 200 

Grapefruit 260 / 120 


If®™ - 200/160 

Marrow (targe) 100/ 80 

Marrow (sn*H>; 170/ 120 


Orange (French) !.'.320 / 280 

Orange (Shannnonti) 300 / 250 

.Orange (local) ^ 230 / 200 

Onion (dry) i. 200/160 

300/240 

Pepper (sweet) 300 / 240 

™«0- - - 250/180 

fP®** 1 .- 1 - 140/100 

“an*™ 200/180 

Tomatoes 260 / 220 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Metfica! Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, J. Amu.... 642441/2 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppcrflower pace' in fib per kg. 
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NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


REGENT CONGRATULATES BAHRAIN:.Hxs Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal Ibit A1 Hussein, the Regent, Thursday sent a cable to 
Emir of Bahrain Sheikh Issalbn Salman A1 Rhalifa congratulating 
him in his own name and on behalf of Jordan’s people and 
government on Bahrain’s Independence Day. He wished Sheikh Issa 
continued good health and the Bahraini people further progress and 
prosperity- (Petra) 

CHARITY BAZAAR: The Crown Prince award office Friday held a 
charity bazaar at die Amman International Baccalaureate School, 
which included handicrafts, traditional dresses, flowers and decora- 
tive plants, in addition to cultural and scientific books, children's 
stories, toys, computers, theatre performances and folk dances. 
Proceeds from the bazaar will be used to support the award’s projects 
which -aim to develop the capabilities of the youth in the various 
soda], cultural and sports fields. The bazaar was attended by their 
Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvatb- 
(Petra) 

PRINCE GHAZl CONDOLES MAJALJ FAMILY: His Royal 
Highness Prince Gfaazi Ibn Mohammad Friday visited the A1 Majali 
family in A1 Rabbah township conveying condolences on the death of 
the late Sheikh Abdul Qadir Mubarak A1 Majali. (Petra) - 

KHLEIFAT ATTENDS SHOOTING COMPETITION: Youth 
Minister Dr. Awad Khleifat Friday represented His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammad, the personal representative of His Majesty King 
Hussein, at the national shooting competition which was held at the 
Royal Shooting Oub. The Jordan Intercontinental Hotel has 
organised this event as part of the celebrations marking the 25th 
anniversary of its establishment. At the end of the competition. Dr. 
Khleifat distributed the hotel's cups to the first three winners of the 
participating Skeets and Traps teams. The first three winners from 
the Traps and Skeets teams were Abdullah A1 Luhaymeq, Dr. 
Ziyad AI Qusus, Nikola Abu Gfaazalah; and Radi Abu AI Ragheb, 
Adel Abu AI Ragheb, and Bashar Dababreh respectively. The. 
competition was attended by a number of officials, diplomats and a 
large group of Jordanians. (Petra) 

HAJ HASSAN, EGYPTIAN ENVOY HOLD TALKS: Transport 
and Telecommunications Minis ter Kbaled AI Haj Hassan Thursday 
received the Egyptian ambassador m Amman. They discussed 
bilateral cooperation in the fields of transport and telecommunica- 
tions. (Petra) 

TOUQAN RECEIVES U.K. ENVOY: Social Development Minis- 
ter Dr. Fawwaz Touqan Thursday received the British ambassador in 
Amman. They discussed bilateral relations and means to bolster 
cooperation particularly in the field of social work. (Petra) 

LUFTHANSA GETS NEW DIRECTOR: Lufthansa Middle East 
Regional Director Mayor Hoover held a reception party in honour of 
Lufthansa Director in Amman Karim Jouri, at the end of Jouri’s 
term, and to welcome the new director Von Witter. Mr. Jouri has 
been working with Lufthansa for thirty years from the time its offices 
were opened in Amman. He played a major role in reactivating 
tourism between Germany and Jordan and consequently cemented 
bilateral relations during his years of service. The reception was 
attended by Tourism Minister Zuhair Ajlotmi in addition to a large 
number of airline directors, agents, and a number of offi cials . (J.T.) 

SAFADI MEETS TUNISIAN ENVOY: Jordan News Agency 
Director General Ali AI Safadi Thursday received T unisian Ambas- 
sador in Amman Mohammad AI Manji AI Habib. They discussed 
cooperation between JNA and Tunisian News Agency in addition to 
the prospects of signing a cooperation agreement between the two 
agencies so as to serve the common interests of the two countries. 
(Petra) 

CHILD DENTISTRY: A <a»minar on child dentistry was held 
Thursday at the Faculty of Science and Technology at the University 
of Jordan. Discussion focused on early care in child teeth and the 
relationship between nutrition as applied to pregnant mothers and 
condition of chQd teeth. {Petra) 



Majali honours outstanding officer 

Public Security Department Director Gen. Abdul Hadi AJ Majali 
Thursday decorated LL Mohammad Odeh AI Rawasbeh, the 
officer in charge of the Najda Patrol which helped arrest the 
suspected kfller of the 50-year-old fad station worker last Sunday. 
Gen. Majali also decided to promote the patrol members &» 
appreciation of their efforts to arrest the murderer. The photo- 
graph shows Majali pirating a medal os Rawashefa (Petra photo) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tie following listings are compiled bom monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions . 

EXHIBITIONS 


fr A plastic art oWtSoo by eight Jordanian artists at Abdul 
Hamid Shoman Foundation in which more than 69 paintings 
are on display. 

& An art exhibition by Friends of Plastic Art in Gulf countries at 
the National Gallery. 

☆ Tbe youth's art exhibition whteh displays 101 paintings showing 
the different aspects of social life in Jordan at the Spanish 
Guttural Centre. 

<r An exhibition of pottery and ceramics by Iraqi artist Naha AI 
Radi at Alia Gallery Hall. 

☆ An exhibition of His Majesty Kisjg Hussein’s photos marking 
hk sard birthday betides exhibiting books showing develop- 
ment in the Kingdom under King Hussein, at Ddr Abu Sa’id. ' 

-tr Jordanian fine arts exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre — 
6:00 p.m. 

THEATRE 


☆ Arabic play for children entitled “AI Kins” at the Royal 
CoHnraJ Coatee — 4:00 p.m. 

it Children’s play ^Hxfni^arbR&A Man” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre — 7:00 p.m. . 


☆ A lecture by Dr. WsleedM. Sadi entitled “The U.N. machinery 
for human rights” at Abdul HamM Shoman Foundation — 6:00 
p.m. 

FILM , 


☆ A video film tor children entitled “Babanen Paul” at the 
Goethe Institute — 4:00 p.m., . 



Her Royal Highness Princess Basma Thursday 
meets President Abdullah Khatib and members of 


Princess Basma praises works 
of Jordan’s voluntary institutions 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma, chair- 
person of the Board of Trustees 
of Queen Alia Jordan Soda! Wel- 
fare Fund (QAJSWF), Thursday 
voiced appreciation for the 
achievements made by the volun- 
tary institutions in Jordan during 
the past few years and stressed 
the need for coordination among 
all institutions. 

At a meeting with the president 
and members of the General Un- 
ion of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS), Princess Basma was 
briefed by GUVS President 
Abdullah Khatib on the union's 


achievements and future plans. 

Princess Basma was also 
briefed by GUVS officials on the 
projects and charitable and social 
programmes currently carried out 
by the union. 

She expressed hope that next 
year win witness further coopera- 
tion and coordination, by social 
and voluntary workers in Jordan. 

Princess Basma paid tribute to 
the achievements made by 
GUVS, lauded its efforts to con- 
tinue its work to further its objec- 
tives and its humanitarian mis- 
sion. 

Dr. Khatib praised Princess 
Basina’s efforts and her con- 


London Ambulance Department pays 
tribute to 2 Jordanian trainees 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director of 
London Ambulance Department 
has paid tribute to the excellent 
role played by two Jordanian civil 
defence men, currently taking 
part in a training course held in 
London Ambulance Department, 


during the collision which took 
place between two trains in Bri- 
tain several days ago. 

In a cable to CSvil Defence 
Department (CDD) Director 
Khaled Tarawaneh, the London 


Ambulance Department director 
said that the two Jordanian civil 
defence men volunteered to take 
part in the rescue and first aid 
operation. They have played an 
active role in rescuing the injured 
and in providing first aid. 



Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh Thursday receives a delegation from the World Bank 

Hamzeh, visiting World Bank 
team review health projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Health Minis- 
ter Zeid Hamzeh Thursday re- 
viewed with a visiting World 
Bank team currently on a visit to 
Jordan, the projects carried out 
with funds from the World Bank, 
including the construction of 38 
health centres throughout the 
Kingdom. 

Hamzeh explained to the two 


member team that the compre- 
hensive health centres provide 
general health care, mother and 
child health services, school 
health services, immunisation, 
and major specialised sendees, 
such as surgery and optical care. 

The World Bank financed 
health projects, include the 


establishment of 25 primary 
health care centres, 13 compre- 
hensive health centres and de- 
veloping existing 13 health cen- 
tres, 3 of which will become 
comprehensive health care cen- 
tres while the remaining ten will 
serve as primary health care cen- 
tres. 


Regional seminar calls on countries to 
decentralise primary health services 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A regional confer- 
ence on the integration of Mater- 
nal and Child Care in primary 
health care ended here Thursday 
with a call on East Mediterranean 
Region countries to decentralise 
their primary health care services 
and to give “as much autonomy 
as possible at the peripheral 
level." 

In view of the fact that fertile 
mothers and children under five 
years of age make up at least two 
thirds of the population m de- 
veloping countries, conference 
participants recommended that 
comprehensive health services, 
including family planning, be pro- 
vided by all health facilities in the 
country. In the cases where no 
such facilities exist, the services 
should be provided through out- 
reach mobile units. 

Representatives of 23 East 
Mediterranean countries took 
part in the five-day conference, 
which was organised by the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and the Ministry of 
Health. 

In order to provide prenatal 
care for mothers, participants re- 
commended that health care ser- 
vices should indude adequate su- 
pervision of mothers throughout 
the period of pregnancy and that 
all deliveries be attended by 
trained birth attendants. 


The conference recommended 
that East Mediterranean coun- 
tries take a closer look at the 
content of the training as well as 
the training needs of health work- 
ers so that maternal and child 
care, including family planning, 
be offered in the context of the 
Primary Health Care Approach. 

“All categories of manpower in 
maternal and child care and prim- 
ary health care need training, 
refresher training and also 
orientation to the members of the 
community,” the final recom- 
mendations read. That t rainin g 
should be organised at the cen- 
tral, regional and peripheral 
levels, participants noted. 

As far as organisation is con- 
cerned, and in view of the ex- 
isting pattern of fragmentation 
within the primary health care, 
participants recommended that 
activities related to different ele- 
ments of primary health care be 
put administratively under one 
department. 

Health education, participants 
noted, should be aimed at fami- 
lies rather than just at mothers. 
Information and education on 
family planning should be intro- 
duced preferably before pregnan- 
cy occurs and should be con- 
tinued throughout the pregnancy 
and after delivery. 

The conference recommended 
that a “good supervisory mechan- 
ism” be developed at different 


levels. “It is recommended that 
supervision with the definite pur- 
pose of assisting for improving 
the performance of the worker be 
carried out at different levels jy 
different levels of supervision," 
the recommendations read. 

Monitoring and evaluation 
should be built into the health 
programmes so that achieve- 
ments can be measured during 
different phases of implementa- 
tion. They should be essential 
components of the managerial 
process, the final recommenda- 
tions stated. 

Conference participants noted 
that health system research 
should be operational (action- 
oriented) and applied to health 
care at every level, and should 
shed light on how resources can 
be best utilised for effective deliv- 
ery of services. 

Intersectoral collaboration and 
community participation, the par- 
ticipants noted, were important 
supporting factors for primary 
health care. Thus, and in order to 
improve the quality of Hfe of 
future mothers, the conference 
recommended that “governments 
should take a broad view in the 
development of women through 
an intersectoral approach.” 

At the end of the meeting 
.participants sent a cable to His 
Majesty King Hussein thanking 
him and the government of Jor- 
dan for hosting the seminar. 
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the General Union of Voluntary Societies (Petra 
photo) 


tinuous support for the social 
work, saying: such support and 
untiring work reflects the interest 
of the country's leadership in 
providing optimal life for all 
citizens throughout the 
Kingdom.” 

Khatib highlighted the role of 
social work institutions, saying 
that it supplements the work of 
the official institutions in achiev- 
ing comprehensive development. 

Khatib noted that when social 
security is provided, then 
citizenship is realised, and when 
citizenship is realised, social 
security is achieved. 


Hmoud: Situation does not constitute a real threat 

Locusts enter Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Swarms of desert locusts have 
reached the southern parts of Jordan covering three 
square kilometres in the south Jaffer and AI Sahb AI 
As mar region, and five square kilometres near the 
Jordan -Saudi border. Agriculture Minister Marwan 
AI Hmoud said. 


Speaking at a press conference 
Thursday, Hmoud said, efforts to 
fight the locusts started im- 
mediately and that the necessary 
teams from both the ministry and 
the Jordanian Armed Forces 
have been properly equipped 
with the necessary equipment for 
that purpose. 

Hmoud said AJ Jaffer Airport 
has been equipped for use as a 
base for pesticide-spraying air- 
crafts. He said the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organisation and 
other international organisations, 
in addition to Saudi Arabia, have 
been contacted in order to coor- 
dinate necessary help to fight off 
the locusts. 

The minis ter said that combat- 
ting the locusts was a national 
responsibility which needed extra 
effort, awareness and contribu- 


tion. He added that though the 
situation at present did not con- 
stitute “a real threat" it still 
required necessary preparation 
for the present and the future. 

The government had allocated 
the necessary amount of money 
for the campaign so that the 
equipment and pesticides cun be 
available for use in funire threats 
of invasions which may continue 
until early May. Hmoud said, 
adding that the campaign will be 
boosted on the national level and 
at all sites. 

Hmoud stressed the important 
role of citizens at all levels in 
participating in the campaign, 
and added that the ministry will 
advise farmers on the use of 
pesticides in fighting off locusts. 

The ministry’s Secretary 
General Salem AI Lawzi said that 


other swarms of desert locusts 
have entered Jordan through the 
Al Mudawwarah region covering 
a space of 12 square kilometres. 

He said 12 teams equipped 
with pesticides and spraying 
equipment have been mobilised 
to fight the swarms. The Jorda- 
nian^ Armed Forces, the Royal 
Jordanian Air Force, the Badiyah 
Forces as well as the Public 
Security Police have offered the 
necessary equipment, such as 
special surveillance and spraying 
planes for that purpose. 

A special operations room has 
been set up at the ministry where 
experts in that field are coordi- 
nating with all concerned parties 
in order to fight the locusts, he 
said. 

Lawzi said 'desert locusts are 
considered one of the most 
dangerous threats to plants and 
agricultural produce and that 
fighting those needed coordina- 
tion between citizens and all par- 
ties concerned. 

The minister Thursday visited 
the areas affected by the' swarms 
and inspected the e'fforts of the 
combat teams. 



Minister of Agriculture Marwan Al Hmoud Thursday speaks at a press conference in Amman 
(Petra photo) 

Jordanian- Scandinavian Friendship 
Association elects new board 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The new 
board of Jordanian-Scandinavian 
Friendship Association held its 
first meeting Thursday Dec. 8. 
The members greeted Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince Ra’d 
Ibn Zaid and Princess Majda and 
thanked them for their honorary 
presidency of the association, 
their patronage and support. 

Zuhair Asfour was elected 
chairman of the association; Taw- 
fiq Kawar, vice chairman; 
George Khouiy, Treasurer and 


Tette Wegelius, Secretary, Nu- 
man Rusheidat and Stephanie 
Khalifeh were elected members 
of the board. 

The board proceeded to discuss 
ways and means to strengthen the 
relations between Jordanians and 
Scandinavians, to develop tour- 
ism between the Scandinavian 
countries, Sweden, Denmark, 
Norway, Finland and Iceland — 
and Jordan by promoting and 
circulating touristic information 


about Jordan, benefiting from the 
direct flights connecting Jordan 
with Scandinavia to carry tourists 
and businessmen and to transport 
Jordanian goods, vegetables and 
fruits. 

The board also discussed the 
necessity of arranging local excur- 
sions to .historical and touristic 
sites in Jordan, as well as provid- 
ing training courses for the Jorda- 
nians at the Scandinavian factor- 
ies to benefit from their advanced 
technology and know-how. 


Curtain goes up for musical 
gingerbread man* on Sunday 


By Meg Abu Hamdan 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Saturday night sees 
the opening performance of the 
Royal Theatre Company’s pro- 
duction of the musical “The 
Gingerbread Man." Directed by 
Vanessa Batrouni, the play prom- 
ises to cany all the hallmarks that 
have become associated with her 
work — professionalism, pace, 
colour and innovation — and 
although the play is meant for 
children Batrouni guarantees that 
adults will thoroughly enjoy the 
show's humour too. 


hearing them once, children can 
sing them easily.” Batrouni, who 
plays the musical accompaniment 
herself on the piano, explained. 

Original set 

The set designed by artist, 
Nawal Rattan, is very big, bright 
and modem. It attempts to get 
away from the stereotyped image 
of an old world type of kitchen. 
Painted in bright primary colours 
the set was constructed by the 
students at the Salt School for the 


Deaf. The costumes by Iqbal 
follow the same theme. 

The play which is being staged 
in the main theatre of the Royal 
Cultural Centre runs from De- 
cember 17th through to Decem- 
ber 22nd starting every evening at 
7 p.m. with one matinee perform- 
ance Thursday 21 si at 4 p.m. All 
tickets are JD 2 and the proceeds 
from the play will go to the Al 
Hussein Society for the Rehabi- 
litation of the Physically Hand- 
icapped. 


THEATRE REVIEW 


“Although The Gingerbread 
Man' has all the elements that 
appeal to children — lots of 
action and audience participa- 
tion, goodies 'and baddies and 
the fantasy of wanimating objects 
coming alive in the dead of the 
night — it will appeal to adults 
because it is very fanny.” Bat- 
rouni told the Jordan Times, 
“The humour comes mostly from 
the characterisations. For exam- 
ple the mouse, the bad guy, is a 
George Raft type of character 
who constantly muddles his 
words, while die gingerbread 
man is like a new tram baby." 

Household characters 

Written by David Woods, the 
play tells the story of how the 
objects on a kitchen sbelf — a salt 
pot (played by Peter Rose), a 
pepper pot (Lexi Had da din), a 
cuckoo clock (Birgitte Malhas), d 
gingerbread man (Jim Garke). 
and an old teabag (Kay MukharV 
aided by a mouse (Richard H21- 
ebrand) all get together to help 
the cuckoo get bad: his voice — 
for without it he is useless and 
about to be relegated the rubbish 
bin. The whole plot, through the 
old teabag in particular, carries a 
little message that by helping 
others you yourself become hap- 
pier. Batrouni first saws the play 
when it was originally staged at 
the Old Vic in London and parti- 
cularly enjoyed it for being a 
Christmas show without the 
typical pantomime format. Bat- 
rouni also liked the musical score, 
written by the author of the play 
himself. 

“The score is very jazzy but foil 
of musical cliches so that it feels 
very familiar, very comfortable. 
Hie tunes are very catchy and 
I've found that even after only 


CONGRATULATIONS 

FOLLOWING are the names of the winners of the Gingerbread 
Man’s Contest: 

5 YEARS AND UNDER 

1st prize: Gift from Istiklal: Shada Nabii Al Shanj 

Age 5, P.O. Box 708 Ha’ Al Ali 

2nd prize: Free tickets, Lana F. Haddadin 

Age 3V4, P.O. Box 3103 

3rd prize: Free tickets, Sabra Sabra 

Age 5, P.O. Box 48 Sahabi 

6-11 YEARS GROUP 

1st prize: Gift from Istiklal, Ann Bayonk 

Age 844, P.O. Box 922750, Amman. 

2nd prize: Gift from Istiklal, Maria Kboury 
Age 11, P.O. Box 925072 

3rd prize: Free tickets, Abdel Kader Abu Al Seoud 
Age 8, do Plaza Hotel, P.O. Box 950629 
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Giant leap for peace 

WASHINGTON'S decision to engage the PLO in a dialogue 
is indeed a breakthrough for peace in the Middle East. It 
took the U.S. much valuable time to understand what the 
PLO has been saying and offering in support of the so-called 
“conditions” imposed on the Palestinian side by Washing- 
ton and Israel. Bnt finally the words of PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat have soaked in and what ensued was truly a 
giant leap forward in the direction towards a durable and 
just peace between the Arabs and Israelis. Words of praise 
and appreciation to the U.S. are certainly in order for the 
courageous step that it has taken to enter into negotiations 
with the Palestinian side. Bnt the biggest credit goes to the 
PLO for daring to take chances and risks for the sake of 
achieving peace. The magnitude of this Palestinian gamble 
for peace can be best ganged by the intensity of Israel's 
negative reaction to it. Unfortunately Israel's fossilied 
leadership was at its worst by showing their truerejectiooist 
colour of the truest ever opportunity for peace in the Middle 
East. For Israel’s Foreign Minister Shimon Peres to call the 
American decision to talk with the PLO a sad day (hr Israel 
can only mean one thing': opportunities for permanent peace 
cause sorrow for the Israeli establishment. And for Israel’s 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir to conclude that the U.S. 
decision would encourage terrorism is the most lopsided 
logic that mank ind has ever heard. Could it possibly be true 
that Shamir, Sharon and their clique do not understand that 
rebuffing all the Palestinian and Arab overtures for peace is 
the real prescription for a continuous cycle of terror in the 
Middle East? The real answer to these perplexing Israeli 
reactions lies in the fact that the existing leadership in Israel 
have gotten used to war and war-like conditions for so long 
that an environment of genuine peace has become a hostile 
environment for them, one in which they cannot survive and 
flourish. Judging by their Initial reaction to the Palestinian 
offers for peace on the same very terms that they have 
always advocated, one has to conclude that there is a real 
psychological barrier between them and peace. Hopefully 
with time the negative voices in Israel would acquire the 
kind of state of mind which is indispensible for permanent 
peace with the Arab side. The best response that the world 
can have to the Israeli panic at the onset of peace in the 
region is to ignore it and continue constructing the other 
blocks for the peace process. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


A! Ra'i Arabic daily Friday tackled the question of dialogue 
between the United States and the PLO and said that though the 
United States had previously recognised U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 181 on the partition of Palestine it has failed to 
recognise the Palestine state and announced that it will only open 
a dialogue with the legitimate: representative of the Palestinian' 
people. We would like to see Washington accepting the idea of an 
international peace conference for the sake of implementing all 
U.N. Security Council resolutions on the Palestine question and 
prove that it is genuinely oriented towards reviving the peace 
process, the paper noted. Washington it said is invited to open the 
dialogue as soon as possible because the time element is very 
important and Washington is invited to free itself from Israel's 
shackles and to refrain from demanding a halt of the uprising until 
the Palestinian rights have been restored. 

Al Dust our daily commented on King Hussein's meeting with 
President Mubarak in Cairo which it described as of great 
significance in the wake of the U.S. announcement of its derision 
to open a dialogue with the PLO. The paper praised the combined 
efforts of Jordan and Egypt which bore fruit in Washington and 
which paved the way for this constructive step that could lead to a 
lasting peace. The U.S. derision, the paper continued jhas created 
a new situation in the Middle East region and proved that 
Washington's hitherto hostile attitude towards the PLO could not 
achieve anything and that end to such hostility could bring peace 
to everyone. 

Sawt Al Sbanb daily said that King Hussein has been dedicating all 
his efforts and his time to the Palestine cause and his endeavours 
world-wide have no doubt contributed towards the overwhelming 
support by the world community to the Palestinians and their 
fight. The paper said that in his contacts with Arab leaders and in 
his talks abroad specially in Europe, King Hussein bad aimed at 
one thing: to end the sufferings of the Palestinian people and 
re-establish peace in the region. It said that the King's efforts have 
clearly paved the way for the U.S. derision to open talks with the 
PLO. a move that could pave the way for a lasting peace. 

Writing in Al Ra'i Arabic daily columnist Ibrahim Sakkyha says 
that Washington's decision to open a dialogue with the PLO 
serves as an official recognition of the organisation which leads 
the struggle for freedom in Palestine. The writer says that the 
U.S. opted for this step after finding itself alone with Israel 
completely isolated from the rest of the world and the world 
community which had decided to back the PLO's bid for peace. 
Wirb the derision George Shultz meant to free his country from 
Israel’s tutelage and to show that Washington can t3ke its own 
decisions any time in matters that concern its national interest, 
the writer adds. 

Another columnist writes in Al Dustour about the same topic 
pointing out that Washington’s decision to open dialogue with the 
PLO came as a result of the heavy sacrifices on the part of the 
people of Palestine. Mu'nes Al Razzaz says that now that 
Washington has taken the fust step in the right direction we hope 
that the socialist countries and friends of the Arabs would take 
more and bolder steps by imposing three couditipns on Israel to 
help the cause of peace in the Middle East. These be says should 
be a clear declaration on the part of the Jewish state that it 
renounces terrorism, will stop all act of aggression against the 
Palestinians inside and outside the occupied territories and to 
accept the proposed international peace conference and the rights 
of the Palestinians in their homeland. 


One year of the intifada: 
achievements outweigh losses 


By Kan Black 

ENTERING Jabaliya camp when 
it is under curfew is much harder 
now than a year ago today, when 
the Palestinian uprising first 
erupted. 

Since then the Israelis have 
blocked off the sandy paths 
through the citrus groves and the 
barriers of oil dr ums at the entr- 
ances have grown higher than a 
man; the barbed wire is rusting. 

When soldiers come past, un- 
gainly with their visored helmets 
and teargas grenades, you have to 
bob and weave through the rub- 
bish-strewn alleys and take shel- 
ter in the mean breeze-block 
houses. 

A single whispered word — 
“Jaysh” (army) — opens any 
door. Over bitter coffee and 
cigarettes, the camp dwellers 
readily share their balance sheet 
of the intifada with the uninvited 
guest. 

Despite the sacrifices — at 
least 320 dead and thousands of 
injured and imprisoned — the 
Palestinians believe their national 
account is well in their favour. 

“However bad our suffering 
bas been, the intifada is the best 
time we have ever known,” says a 
middle-aged teacher. “Now there 
is hope for the future.” 

It is a familia r refrain: from 
Jenin in the northern West Bank, 
through remote villages hidden in 
the folds of stony lulls, in semi- 
tropical Jericho, down to the 
sands of Rafah at the southern 
end of the Gaza Strip, you can 


hear Palestinians reflecting on the 
achievements. 

This buoyant mood has not 
escaped their rulers. A few 
months ago the Israelis were still 
talking bravely about crushing 
the uprising, applying maximum 
military and administrative press- 
ure ar periods of maximum ex- 
haustion to finally restore order. 
Now the intifada is a fact of life — 
a way of life — for them as well. 

“Those who argue that there is 
a military solution to the uprising 
don't know what they’re talking 
about.” insists one Israel official. 

“This is not like Gaza in 1970, 
when there were 300 wanted men 
and the army went from house to 
house crossing out names until 
they got to the bottom of the list. 
This is a mass movement. Every 
time you cross out one name, one 
or two more replace it.” 

Technology is no answer 
either: this week, in the Samarian 
uplands, an army edmmander 
used his Hatzazit gravel cannon 
— a monstrous. Heath Robinson 
creation — to playfully pepper 
Israeli hitch-hikers with rhe 
doughnuts eaten on the Hannuka 
holiday. It has not stopped 
Palestinian stone-throwers. 

Repression has its limits, and 
the lumbering tools of the 
Israelis' trade are often more 
ridiculous than effective. 

A converted troop carrier — 
burdened by wire mesh, louds- 
peakers, searchlights and shovels 
for shifting roadblocks and burn- 
ing tyres — is known to soldiers 
as Chitty-Chitty-Bang-Bang. 


Not that the violence itself is a 
real threat to the occupation: the 
year's Israeli casualty figures — 
six civilians and two soldiers — 
bear this out eloquently. 

No sane Palestinian claims that 
the stones, the petrol bombs and 
the masked shabab have actually 
defeated the most powerful anny 
in the Middle East. 

The Palestinians have come to 


spent eight months in the desert 
prison camp at Ketriot — Ansar 
m to the Palestinians — is eating 
heartily these days- and reminisc- 
ing with unmistakeable pride ab- 
out life behind the wire. His 
support for the PLO has not 
waned and it can only be a matter 
of time before he is picked up by 
the Shin Bet security service 
again. 


“We have suffered, but it is still far better 
than before. And we can go on like this, for 
another year, or for however long it takes 
to win our freedom and our rights.” 


know that army at uncomfortably 
close quarters: in the Gaza 
camps, every ragged kid can .tell 
the difference between the pur- 
ple -be re ted Givati infantry bri- 
gade and the Druze border 
policemen. 

And they all know that middle- 
aged reservists are a better bet 
than young conscripts. Trouble 
often coincides with a changeover 
of Israeli units. 

Loral commanders can make a 
difference: the Sheikh Radwan 
area has been quiet since a mid- 
dle-aged colonel took over re- 
cently; but down in Deir Al Balah 
there is an officer whose idea of 
fun is to loose off a few tear-gas 
grenades while driving his jeep at 
high speed through pie camp. 

After a year the intifada has 
established its rhythms and cy- 
cles. Ahmed, a young Gazan who 


With so many men in prison or 
unemployed, women have come 
out from behind their veils — one 
of many sharp reminders of the 
experience of the Algerian strug- 
gle against the French — to play a 
leading role in maintaining the 
uprising. Children stand guard on 
rooftops to whistle ahead in 
warning when the soldiers come. 

Tbe Palestinians are armed 
with the ingenuity of the power- 
less: when the army decided to 
collect all tyres in Gaza, tbe 
operation went well until the kids 
started burning them en masse at 
the collection points and then 
fished the remainder out of the 
putrid “lake” in the centre of 
Jabaliya where they had been 
dumped by the Israelis. 

Sometimes it all seems as inno- 
cent as cops and robbers, cat and 
mouse, but the casualty figures — 


whether you believe the Palesti- 
nian or tiie Israeli version, or opt 
for tbe independent estimate in 
the middle —are a grim reminder 
that these can be deadly games, 
even when supposedly “non- 
letbal” weapons like plastic bul- 
lets and tear-gas are being used. 

Yet for all this, tbe intifada is 
more a state of mind than an 
insurrection: on days when there 
are no curfews or strikes called by 
the underground PLO-backed 
United National Leadership, tbe 
day-labourers still stream across 
the old “green line” to work in 
Israel proper; there are still huge 
queues outside the civil adminis- 
tration buildings for the permits 
and licences necessary to do vir- 
tually everything but breathe. 

The uprising has succeeded 
brilliantly in many ways — most 
of all in. patting the Palestinian 
cause back oa the top of the 
international agenda and creating 
unprecedented unity in Palesti- 
nian ranks. • 

Hamas, the Gaza-based Isla- 
mic movement, is widely re- 
garded as serving Israeli interests, 
although only the most conspir- 
atorial will now claim that the 
fundamentalists are a creation of 
Shin Bet. 

Heroism and high morale is 
one thing/ but living one's life is 
another “My main problem is 
the children,” complains a 
mother-of-three in Nablus. 

“They’ve got used to not going 
to school, not reading, not think- 
ing, just sitting at home watching 
TV. I'm afraid to send them to 


their friends across the road but 
on the other hand I can't force 
them to stay in the house and do 
nothing. 1 worry so much when 
they go out. They're just not 
scared, not of the soldiers and not 
of the bullets.” 

The extraordinary high level of 
political awareness among ostens- 
ibly simple people is at its most 
impressive when the thorny sub- 
ject of armed struggle's raised. 
“We will do whatever the United 
Leadership orders,” is the most 

familiar response. 

But, if pressed, most Palesti-. 
niaiis will argue hotly that the 
stone is more effective than tbe 
Kalashnikov — even if there were 
enough weapons to do anything 
more than invite a massacre. 

Looking out from Jabaliya a 
year on, one can only conclude 
that the intifada must take its 
place in history as a filming point 
in the Arab- Zionist conflict. 

It is all too easy to be swayed 
by rhetoric, impressed by sacri- 
fice and solidarity, taken in by 
brave words about time and des- 
tiny uttered from high moral 
ground. But the Palestinians, hu- 
man in their weaknesses, incom- 
plete in their achievements, still 
convince. 

“From the very first day of the 
np ridng ,'* says a wealthy Gazan 
woman, “we began to have hope. 
We have suffered, but it is still far 
better than before. And we can 
go on like this, for another year, 
or for however long it takes to 
win our freedom and our rights” 
— The Guardian. 


Sri Lankan poll shapes up as democracy test 


By Marilyn Odchimar 

Reiner 

COLOMBO — Sri Lanka is pre- 
paring for a presidential poll amid 
fears that violence, fraud and a 
low turnout could prove a crucial 
test for democracy in the island. 

For piost Sri Lankans, wearied 
by five years of guerrilla war and 
growing unrest, peace and order 
are the top priorities. 

Many say the security situation 
has deteriorated under a United 
National Party (UNP) govern- 
ment led by President Junius 
Jayewardene, who has ruled the 
island for 11 years and plans to 
retire after the Dec. 19 election. 

Sirima Bandaranaike, the 72- 
year-old candidate of the main 
opposition Freedom Party 
(SLFP), now calls the country she 
twice governed “bitterly divided” 
and “leaderless.” 

“Those who promised a free 
and just society... have converted 


Sri Lanka into the killing fields of 
south Asia," she said. 

Bandaranaike. who bas been 
drawing increasing crowds since 
the campaign began on Nov. 10, 
claims she has a way of ending the 
five-year-old Tamil conflict in the 
northeast. She says she could also 
coax members of the Marxist 
People's Liberation Front (JVP) 
to give up their arms. 

Police blame the Marxist front 
for killing more than 600 people, 
mostly supporters of the UNP 
and opposition parties. 

The killings have provoked a 
backlash of murders and dis- 
appearances of suspected front 
members and sympathisers. 

Since October, the front has 
spearheaded a civil disobedience 
campaign that crippled civil admi- 
nistration in the countryside and 
prompted Sri Lankans to ask if 
elections could be held at all. 

Bandaranaike told Jayewar- 
dene in a letter last month that 


essential services had been dis- 
rupted and an increasing number 
of political killings and other vio- 
lence had caused fear and in- 
security. 

“If thus trend continues, it will 
pave the way to total anarchy 
quite soon,” she said. 

If polls do take place, many 
fear there would be either a low 
turnout or fraud and violence. 

“What many people are hoping 
is that election results would be 
accepted as genuine and conse- 
quently that whoever is elected 
would have the legitimacy to res- 
tore law and order," said the 
chairman of a major bank. 

Ranasinghe Premadasa, the 64- 
year-old prime minister and 
candidate of the ruling UNP, says 
he can restore peace once in 
power but, like Bandaranaike, 
has not specified how. 

Like her, he says he will send 
home the 50,000 Indian troops 
stationed in the northeast to en- 


force an Indo-Sri Lankan pact 
signed last year to end the revolt 
by the minority Tamil com- 
munity. 

Indian diplomats consider the 
anti-pact stance of both candi- 
dates mere election rhetoric. 

Unlike Bandaranaike and Pre- 
madasa, the candidate of the 
Socialist People's Party (SLMP), 
Oswin Abeygunasekera, believes 
the Indian force should leave only 
after it has fulfilled its obligations 
onder the accord. 

Abeygunasekera proposes to 
offer self-determination rights to 
the Tamils.' 

Premadasa has proposed to 
give 2.500 rupees ($80) a month 
to 1.4 million poor Sri Lankan 
families for two years in an elabo- 
rate scheme to ease poverty and 
unemployment. 

That means a lot in a country 
where four out of 10 live below 
the poverty line and where the 
monthly average income is about 


1.500 rupees ($45). 

Premadasa spends much time 

resurrecting tbe spectre of tbe 
food queues that wended through 
Bandaranaike's socialist era be- 
fore the UNP won its 1977 man- 
date for a liberalised economy. 

“It was a time when one 
couldn’t fold even a little corian- 
der for a common cold. People 
drank their tea without sugar,” 
be says. 

Ronnie de Mel, finance minis- 
ter until he defected to the SLFP 
early this year, said Bandar- 
anaike must .convince, voters her 
economic policies would not be 
repeated. 

Bandaranaike's response to the 

2.500 rupee handout is a pledge 
to subsidise milk, rice, flour and 
sugar, as well as abolishing water 
tax. 

Though economists privately 
question the viability of Premada- 
sa's economic plan, it demons- 
trates the government's belief 


that the current political unrest 
bas its roots in poverty and unem- 
ployment 

The JVP, opposed to the Indo- 
Sri Lankan pact and clamouring 
for the withdrawal of the Indian 
troops, has its stronghold in the 
southern province. 

The south, a traditional leftist 
area and Bandaranaike vote 
bank, has also the highest jobless 
rate at 26 per cent compared to 
the national average of 18 per 
cent. 

. Opposition leaders say the un- 
rest there is the most serious since 
the country got independence 
from Britain in 1948. 

Bandaranaike, who ruled from 
1960-65 and 1970-77, says she left 
democracy intact, enabling the 
UNP to win a five-sixths majority - 
in parliament in the last general 
elections in 1977. 

She says democracy has been 
seriously eroded since. 


Nicaragua turns to dollars to salvage economy 


By Alister Doyle 

Reuter 

MANAGUA — Nicaragua's 
Communist government is uang a 
U.S. weapon — the dollar — in 
its struggle to revive an economy 
battered by its eight-year war 
against Washington-funded re- 
bels. 

The U.S. currency is playing an 
ever larger role in Nicaragua, 
where runaway inflation is 
obliterating the local cordoba, 
and tbe government is dreaming 
up capitalist-style luxuries it can 
sell to obtain dollars. 

Believing Nicaragua could be- 
come a tourist Mecca if President- 


elect George Bush abandons the 
contra war, the government is 
busy trying to lure foreigners to a 
land that President Reagan has 
called a “Marxist dungeon.” 

“In the next eight to 10 years 
we think that tourism could be a 
lifesaver for the Nicaraguan eco- 
nomy.” possibly earning hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars. Tour- 
ism Minister Herty Le wiles said 
in an interview. 

Also, officials estimate that 
Nicaraguans living abroad send 
home $70 million to 80 million a 
year, and the government wants 
to tap this cash 
The resulting dollar schemes 
are denounced by the extreme 


left as a sellout of the 1979 
Sandiuista revolution’s leftist 
ideals, while the right wing says 
they are designed to pamper a 
ruling elite. 

Government plans include 
building a fenced-off enclave in 
the capital with 80 luxury apart- 
ments, . " courts, a swimming 

pool, cinemas, shops and res- 
taurants where only dollars will 
be accepted. 

‘“Here you're going to. have 
an area where you can really son 
out your problems,” said Le- 
wi tes, who is in charge of all 
dollar projects. 

Lewites said Central America 
is a virgin tourist area and that 


Nicaragua has the attractions of a 
warm climate, beaches, volca- 
noes and lakes. 

The first stage of a $40 millio n 
tourist resort with accommoda- 
tion for 2 ,500 is due to open next 
year on a palm-fringed Pacific 
beach. 

The Montelimar resort, one of 
the largest in Latin America, will 
have its own airport, discothe- 
ques and tbe only casino in Nicar- 
agua, housed in a mansion once 
owned by former dictator Anas- 
tario Somoza. 

Also under review is a plan to 
build cabins on dozens of small 
islands in lake Nicaragua and to 
rent them for dollars. 


The government already runs 
several ‘ hotels and 11 shops 
around the country which are 
packed with imports ranging from 
chocolate cookies and fancy 
wines to air conditioners which 
can be bought only for dollars. 

The stores will bring in an 
estimated 540 million this year 
and $60 million in 1989. Dollar 
hotels and other projects are like- 
ly to earn another $20 million this 
year. 

With earnings stagnant from 
traditional exports such as coffee, 
cotton and sugar, the government 
most turn to more imaginative 
solutions to resolve its economic 
crisis, Lewites said. 


Independent economists say in- 
flation is headed for annual per- 
centage rates in the tens of 
thousands. Some cordoba notes 
are worth less than the paper on 
which they are printed. 

President Daniel Ortega rarely 
refers to the cordoba in His 
speeches and gives dollar figures, 
for instance, to estimate costs of 
damage from a hurricane or of 
staging local elections. 

A newspaper reported recently 
that a man lolled his aunt for $50. 
“Obsessed by the possession of 
some dollars, he did not think" 
twice before plunging the knife 
into his aunt’s throat,” the Nuevo 
Diario newspaper said. 
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MOVING? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 

take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

»m cjmoo 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Mai Amman, near 
Ahiivyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

n:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


M- It 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Takeaway available 

Open. daily 12:00- 1 >30 
JS:W-H:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 


' CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30- Midnight > 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-O 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
TakMway service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite AkHah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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! JliSj-ialiral uln_c BalB 
Amman International Hotel 

Discover the unexpected plea - 
sure* of the Amman Interna- 
tional Hotel. Intriguing fea- 
tures like piano bar with live 
music. A VIP restaurant serv- 
ing international cuisine, excit- 
ing and modem, swimming 
pool, all just ten minutes away 
from rhe city center. 

For reservation please 
phone 841712/13/14 




PEOPLE WHO NEED 

(SEl CLEANING 
SEfl/ICES- 


3“-* CALL US I 


CROWN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents alt over the world 
Tel; 664090.660852 

Tlx: 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 926407 
AMMAN JORDAN 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

samumm 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12^30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -n. 30 pm 
After the Holiday tan hotel 
"towards 3rd circle 


For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call; 

AMIN AVL WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street' 

. . Shmeisani . 

P : 0. Box 78U6- • 
Amman, Jordan 
, Tel.. W14f.76. 604096 ' 
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Bangladesh marks victory 
day without usual fanfare 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh, still 
reeling from recent floods and 
cyclone, marked its 17th victory 
anniversary Friday without the 
usual pageants and fanfare. 

Guns boomed in salute and 
Chinese-built jets flew over Dha- 
ka, but there was no traditional 
militaiy parade, no carnival and 
\ no children's fair. 


President Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad asked this .poor nation of 
105 million people to celebrate 
the day with austerity. 

“Victory day is being observed 
against the backdrop of devastat- 
ing floods and the cyclone which 
are still alive in our minds," he 
said in a message to the country. 

“In a situation like this, we 





A group of survivors from Bangladesh's worst cyclone and tidal wave 
in 20 years awaits relief 


cannot afford to be lavish." 

Floods in August and Septem- 
ber killed nearly 3,000 people, 
destroyed three million tonnes of 
rice and left 25 million people 
homeless. The cyclone Nov. 29 
killed another 5,000 people and 
left a trail of devastation in the 
south. 

Ershad laid wreaths Friday 
morning at the national monu- 
ment, built in memory of those 
who died in the 1971 war which 
led to independence from Pakis- 
tan. with a call to rebuild a 
country which is also in political 
ferment. 

Ershad came to power in 1981 
in military coup toppling an 
elected government and the 
country’s major political parties 
are demanding fresh elections 
under a caretaker government. 

In messages Friday Sheikh 
Hasina, leader of the country's 
biggest political party, the Awami 
League, and Khaleda Zia, head 
of Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
urged the people to unite against 
Ershad to force him to quit. 

The Bangladesh economy was 
severely dented by the floods and 
cyclone, further pushing down its 
growth rate. 


Vanuatu plunges Into crisis 


PORT VILA iR) — The South 
Pacific island chain of Vanuatu 
plunged into crisis Friday after 
Prime Minister Walter Lini 
ignored an order from President 
George Sokamanu to dissolve 
parliament and hold elections. 

“The president has no legal 
power to dissolve parliament. He 
can take such action only if the 
Council of Ministers advises him 
to do so,'’ Lini told parliament 
within an hour of Sokamanu's 
order. 

He said the government would 
consider dismissing the head of 
state whose action was an attempt 
at a “political coup." 

Sokamanu, opening the budget 
session earlier in the day. said he 
was ordering elections for Febru- 
ary as his appeals for a comprom- 
ise between Lini and his oppo- 
nents had failed. 

Police and paramilitary forces 
moved into the capital to prevent 
a planned anti-government de- 
monstration by Lini’s rival. Barak 
Sope, who is also Sokamanu’s 


nephew. 

About 100 people led by Sope 
managed to assemble outside par- 
liament but security forces, 
armed with automatic weapons 
and riot gear, dispersed diem 
without violence. 

Port Vila was calm but security 
forces manned road blocks and 
barricades around the capital. 

Lini. an Anglican priest who 
has led the nation since independ- 
ence from joint Anglo-French 
rule in 1980. said parliament 
would ignore the president's 
ruling. 

Vanuatu, about 800 kilometres 
west of Fiji was formerly called 
the New Hebrides and has a 
population of 145,000 Melane- 


sians. 


It became a republic on inde- 
pendence and the president is 
appointed every five years. Soka- 
manu, who has held the post since 
1980, has about three more years 
in his current term. 

Lini is still recovering from a 
severe stroke earlier this year. He 


told members of parliament to 
“continue your work normally 
untill all business is finished and 
have a good Christmas and new 
year.” 

Sokamanu told reporters later 
that Monday's by-elections for 18 
of parliament's 46 seats were a 
farce as only 37 per cent of voters 
cast their ballots. 

The by-elections gave Lini's 
Vanuaaku Party a two-thirds 
majority in the bouse. 

“It shows that the people do 
not have faith in the present 
government... there should be a 
general election," Sokomanu 
said. 

He did not say how he would 
counter the government's deri- 
sion to reject his order but said he 
felt be bad to take a stand even 
though he knew his aUiuns could 
not be supported by the letter of 
the constitution. 

He said his action was promp- 
ted by worsening economic prob- 
lems, aggravated by Vanuatu's 
continuing political feuding. 



Moscow names chief of staff 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet Union announced 
Thursday the appointment of Far East Comman- 
der Colonel General Mikhail A. Moiseyev as the 
new chief of staff, giving the military its first leader 
too young for World War II combat experience. 
Moiseyev, 49, replaces Marshal Sergei F. 
Akhromeyev whose retirement was announced by 
Soviet officials in New York on Dec. 7, the same 
day that Soviet President Mikhail S. Gorbachev- 
told the Linited Nations th3t he would unilaterally 
cut the Soviet military. This caused speculation 
that the 65-year-old Akhromeyev was resigning in 
protest, which Soviet officials have denied. 
Moiseyev's appointment was announced with an 
official statement and front page picture in the 
Defence Ministry newspaper Krasnaya Zvezda. Its 
announcement also was the paper's first word of 
Akhromevev's retirement. The appointment of a 
younger man likely signalled Gorbachev's deter- 
mination to bring new faces into the military 
leadership, marking the passing of the generation 
that participated in Soviet Union victory over Nazi 
Germanv in World War II. 


problem by combining human and rat antibodies 
in such a way that the body recognises them as 
human. 


‘MI5 among the worst’ 


LONDON (AP) — The opposition Labour Party 
Thursday derided Britain's MI5 Counter-Intelli- 
gence Agency as one of the worst and most 
ridiculed secret services in the West with a “long 
history of recruiting and promoting Soviet 
agents.” “It was made itself ridiculous because it 
believes it is above scrutiny,” said Labour deputy 
leader Roy Hattersley. He was speaking during a 
parliamentary debate on a bill put forward by 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s Conservative 
government to license bugging and break-ins by 
the agency. The Security Services Bill will give a 
basis "in law for the first time to the 79-year-old 
agency, whose existence several governments re- 
fused even to acknowledge. 


Bush to stop press shouting 


Germanies swap prisoners 


EAST BERLIN (R) — East and West Germany 
exchanged an undisclosed number of prisoners 
Thursday and Western diplomats said it appeared 
to be a spy swap. In a one-sentence dispatch the 
official news agency ADN said the prisoners were 
handed over at a border crossing point between 
the two states under a bilateral agreement. The 
diplomats said the wording suggested the two sides 
had exchanged spies. In December last year the 
two countries swapped three agents each. 


‘Magic bullets’ fight cancer 


LONDON (R) — British scientists said Friday 
they had successfully treated cancer patients by 
targeting “magic bullet" antibodies against cancer 
cells. The scientists at the Nobel Prize-winning 
Molecular Biology Laboratory in Cambridge 
wrote in the Lancet Medical Journal that a 
67-year-old retired professor and a woman suffer- 
ing from leukaemia were now out of hospital. “We 
are not saying it is a cure, but all the cancer cells 
we could see have been destroyed. The signifi- 
cance of that is very great," Dr. Mike Clarke said. 
Monoclonal antibodies, known as magic bullets, 
can be targeted against bacteria, viruses or cancer 
cells, but until now their use has been severely 
limited because they were derived from mice and 
the body recognised them as foreign. The new 
magic bullet, called Campaih. overcomes this 


WASHINGTON (R) — President-elect Bush laid 
down the law to the press corps Thursday, saying 
he will ban reporters' shouted questions during 
White House photo sessions after he becomes 
president Jan. 20. “Talking at photo opps (oppor- 
tunities') will continue until Jan. 20, and after that, 
there will be absolutely none,” Bush told reporters 
at — where else? — a White House photo opp. 
After my inauguration, “I'll have other ways of 
communicating that will be much more pleasant 
for you and much more pleasant for me and much 
more respectful of our guests,” Bush said. The 
shouted question at White House photo sessions is 
of relatively recent vintage, having sprung up 
during the Reagan administration as presidential 
news conferences grew farther and farther apart. 


Widow kills self, 7 children 


COLOMBO (AP) — A widow killed seven of her 
children and committed suicide in northern Sri 
Lanka after she was harassed for money by two 
sons-in-law, the Sun newspaper reported Friday. 
The newspaper did not give the identity of the 
woman. It said she fed her children poison and 
jumped into a well Wednesday in the village of 
Chedikulam, 22 kilometres southwest of the north- 
ern town of Jaffna. The woman had 11 children, 
including two married daughters, the newspaper 
said. The husbands of her daughters bad been 
harassing her for money because they felt they had 
received inadequate dowries, it said. 



Demonstrations by Armenians demanding unifica- 
tion of the ethnic Armenian Karahakft region with 
the Republic of Armenia had been frequent in the 


Armenian capital Yerevan until the Dec. 7 earth- 
quake that devastated the region (Sygma photo). 


Armenians see little impact 


of quake on ethnic tensions 


By Carol J. Williams 

The Associated Press 


SPITAK — The earthquake 
that devastated Armenia seems 
to have done little to dampen 
the simmering ethnic conflict 
between Armenians and neigh- 
bouring Azerbaijan. 

Spitak. virtually demolished 
by last Wednesday's quake, 
was one of the cities of refuge 
for Armenians who fled homes 
in Azerbaijan after a dispute 
between Armenians and Azer- 
baijanis burst into violent con- 
frontation in February. 

Destruction of the refugees' 
new homes by the earthquake 
has fuelled the hatred of some 
Armenians and renewed their 
yearlong campaign for annexa- 
tion of the Azerbaijani-gov- 
erned region of Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh. 

In the wake of the disaster, 
rumours circulated here that 
some Azerbaijanis were celeb- 
rating the calamity in Armenia. 
The accounts, which could not 
be confirmed, were spreading 
rapidly nonetheless, and in- 
furiating the earthquake-strick- 
en populace. 

A dozen Armenian villagers 
spoke of the conflict with a 
reporter as they picked away at 
piles of concrete and twisted 
metal — the remains of Spitak. 
Other Armenians working 
within earshot put down their 
tools and raced to add their 
own denunciations. 

“We have received aid from 
every comer of the world, but 
not from Azerbaijan,” said 
Varchik Azaryan. “The Geor- 
gians have been wonderful. 
They’ve done everything possi- 
ble to help us, but not the 
Azerbaijanis.” 

Georgia. Armenia and Azer- 
baijan are the three Soviet re- 
publics in the Caucasus moun- 
tain region. 

In the Armenian capital, 
Yerevan, activists over the 
weekend staged fresh demon- 
strations pressing for reunifica- 
tion with Armenian-dominated 
Nagorno-Karabakh, resulting 
in five arrests and denuncia- 
tions from top Kremlin offi- 


cials. 

“This is a present from 
(Soviet President Mikhail) 
Gorbachev on our day of 
mourning," said activist Rafael 
Popoyan. reflecting a growing 
anti- Kremlin sentiment among 
Armenians waging the cam- 
paign for Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Mayor Araumanyan fled the 
Azerbaijani port of Sumgait in 
March after ethnic extremists 
went od a rampage Feb. 28, 
killing 26 Armenians in the 
city. 

“I brought my family here 
after the riots because we 
couldn't live there anymore,” 
Arzumanyan said as he stood 
among the ruins of the Spitak 
apartment he moved into a 
month ago. 

“The Armenians are the 
friendliest and most peace-lov- 
ing people in the world, and 
better relations with the Azer- 
baijanis is not up to us, it’s up 
.to them,” he said. “I don’t 
expect much to change because 
of this tragedy." 

Such outbursts have angered 
Kremlin authorities, who see 
continued attention on the 
ethnic dispute as unpatriotic 
single-mindedness that cannot 
be tolerated in a time of crisis. 

“We have to constantly put 
out fires these people are start- 
ing." Soviet Premier Nikolai 
Ryzhkov said Monday in 
Yerevan. 

The battle for Nagorno- 
Karabakh is not seen by Arme- 
nians as a nationalist action or 
a divergence from the tenuous 
unity that holds together the 15 
republics and 100 peoples of 
the Soviet Union. Rather, they 
view reunification as an im- 
perative for ethnic and social 
justice. • 

Nagorno-Karabakh, en- 
closed by Azerbaijani territory, 
was part of Armenia until 1923. 
That year, the Kremlin gave it 
to Azerbaijan when the latter 
became a republic within the 
Soviet Union. 

The Armenian population 
has complained during the 
years since dictator Josef Sta- 
lin's death in 1953 that Azer- 
baijani authorities discriminate 


against the Armenian majority 
by closing churches, Arme- 
nian-language schools, libraries 
and cultural centres. 

The issue heated up -as the 
influx of Azerbaijani workers 
to Nagorno-Karabakh reduced 
the Armenian majority from 95 
per cent to less than 75 per 
cent. 

Deep sentiments 

Sentiments over the issue run 
deep in regions like Spitak, where 
Armenian refugees from Azer- 
baijan sought and found soli- 
darity. 

Armenians here place their 
tragedies on equal rungs. When 
speaking of the earthquake as a 
blow they must recover from. 
Armenians often mention in the 
same breath the 1915 massacre of 
Armenians and the loss of Nagor- 
no-Karabakh 65 years ago as 
other examples of their tragic 
history. 

Some Armenians. like Lev 
Akopian, take a pragmatic view 
of the conflict and call for unity 
for the sake of survival. 

“What is this lunacy of killing 
each other? Don't we have 
enough problems?” said Ako- 
pian, who now makes his home in 
the Georgian capital, Tbilisi. 

Yasmina Akupyan, a young 
Yerevan linguist helping foreign 
rescue workers in Spitak, said 
some of her countrymen would 
see the earthquake as a sign from 
God that the violence must stop. 

“We’ve been fighting for nine 
months,” she said. “We've had 
all these problems, and maybe 
now they will be resolved with 
one tragic blow.” 

But the less educated and more 
strident Armenians populating 
the mountainous, underde- 
veloped regions of the republic 
see continued conflict. 

Artur Tovmasyan blamed the 
Azerbaijanis for the deaths of 
• Armenians who sought refuge in 
Spitak in the wake of the ethnic 
clash. 

,,r niey were forced out of Azer- 
baijan. They didn’t leave of their 
own free will.” he said, gesturing 
to piles of concrete left by the 
quake. “Look what has happened 
to them. We will never get along 
with the Azerbaijanis.” 


Sri Lankan 


violence rages 
as polls near 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Nineteen people were 
killed in politically motivated attacks in the 
Sinhalese heartland as the government began airlift- 
ing officials to Tamil areas to supervise next week’s 
presidential contest, military officials said Friday. 


Sinhalese extremists who have 
vowed to stop Monday's election 
killed nine supporters of two poli- 
tical parties, a soldier and a gov- 
ernment agriculture officer in the 
past 24 hours, the officials said, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

The bodies were found in 
several towns in southern and 
central Sri Lanka. All were 
thought to be Sinhalese, the 
country’s ethnic majority. 

Of the political workers, three 
supported President Junius R 
Jayewardene’s United National 
Party aod six supported the 
opposition Sri Lanka Freedom 
Party, the officials said. 

The bodies of eight other peo>- 
pie. all believed to be Sinhalese 
radicals, were found in various 
villages, the officials said. They 
blamed these killings, also con- 
ducted in the last 24 hours, on a 
shadowy group called the Peo- 
ple's Revolutionary Red Army. 

The previously unheard of Red 
Army abruptly emerged a few 
{ weeks ago as the latest lethal 
force in Sri Lanka's tangled web 
of armed bands and rival ethnic 


groups, 
lliat 


Villagers say the Red Army 
includes members of. the 
Sinhalese-dominated govern- 
ment's paramilitary forces and 
targets young men suspected of 
belonging to the People’s Libera- 
tion Front, a Sinhalese extremist 


group. 

Mflii 


tary officers deny govern- 
ment troops are involved in the 
Red Army and say the group is a 
spontaneous outgrowth of the 
people's rejection of violence 
committed by the radical Libera- 
tion Front. 


The government has blamed 
the front for the killings of more 
than 600 people, mostly 
Sinhalese, since July 1987. when 
the government signed a peace 
accord designed to end guerrilla 
warfare and terrorist attacks by 
members of the Tamil minority. 

The front said the accord made 
too many concessions to the 
Tamils, who account for 18 per 
cent of Sri Lanka's 16 million 
people. It vowed to kill anyone 
who supported the accord, claim- 
ing the government has sold out 
the rights of the Sinhalese who 
comprise 75 per cent of the 
population. 

A leading candidate for the Sri 
Lankan presidency told voters 
Friday the election was the last 
chance for democracy in a coun- 
try battered by widespread vio- 
lence. 

“Make no mistake. This is your 
last chance, your very last chance 
to preserve democracy,” former 
Prime Minister Sirima Ban da r- 
anaike told a rally ahead of the 
election. 

“Do not be put off by threats. 
Your courage today will bring 
you a better tomorrow,” Bandar- 
anaike, 72, told a rally near Col- 
ombo. 

Bandaranaike, who made his- 
tory as the world's first woman 
prime minister 28 years ago. is 
the candidate of a five-party 
opposition coalition. Her main 
rival is Prime Minister Ranaring- 
he Fremadasa of the ruling Un- 
ited National Party. 

Police sources said 40,000 
security men were being de- 
ployed to guard the 8.000 polling 
centres and to protect the voters. 


Deep splits highlight 
Afrikaner ‘sacred day' 


PRETORIA (R) — President 
P.W. Botha appealed for unity., 
among .all. South Africa’s, races 
Friday, but the dominant Afrii. 
kankers he leads showed their 
deep split by staging rival celebra- 
tions on the most sacred day in 
their calendar. 

A further sign of the divisions 
straining South Africa came in the 
form of three bomb blasts which 
damaged government buildings 
but injured no one in towns near 
Cape Town overnight. 

Botha spoke at official celebra- 
tions of the Annual Day of the 
Vow, held at a huge brick monu- 
ment on a hilltop outride Pretoria 
that symbolises the nationalism of 
the three million Dutch-de- 
scended Afrikaners. 


great trek when Afrikaners fled 
: British rule in the then Cape 
•colony.- 


sp< 

kilometres away thousands of ex- 
treme right-wing whites staged 
their own ceremonies, snubbing 
the officially sanctioned observ- 
ances. 


Present were Andries Treur- 
nicht, head of the far-right Con- 
servative Party which has made 
big inroads into the ruling 
National Party’s support, and 
Eugene Terre Blanche, leader of 
a neo-fascist organisation deman- 
ding the creation of a white state. 


This year’s ceremonies were 
given added significance as they 
mark the 150th anniversary of the 


Botha, noting that non-whites 
as well as Afrikaners took part in 
the original 183S rrek, said: “We 
must strive for national unity and 
for unity in our different com- 
munities. 
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Lebanon’s central bank chief 
warns of further lira decline 


BEIRUT (R) — The governor of Lebanon’s central 
bank warned Thursday that the local lira would 
continue a plunge as long as government spending 
exceeded revenues. 


Edmond Naim told Reuters in 
an interview at the bank in west 
Beirut that the government's in- 
come was just six per cent of its 
spending. 

Figures published by the offi- 
cial national news agency show a 
slightly better picture, with 
spending for 1988 at 167 billion 
liras ($334 million) and revenues 
at 20 billion liras ($40 million). 

The lira started to fall against 
the dollar in 1984. nine years 
after the start of civil war in 1975, 
and has since lost 94 per cent of 
its value. It was quoted Thursday 


at 506 to the dollar. 

The collapse has driven many 
families to the brink of poverty as 
the minimum wage dwindled 
from the equivalent of $750 per 
month in 1984 to $30 now. 

Naim warned against a division 
of the central bank, one of the 
last unified institutions in a coun- 
try with two rival governments, a 
toothless parliament and an army 
divided along sectarian lines. 

“I am counting on Lebanon's 
need for a united central bank 
and the common knowledge that 
meddling with the bank would be 


a threat to all the Lebanese," said 
Naim. 

Economists said a division of 
the bank would spark a further 
crisis of confidence in the lira. 

Naim pledged to continue 
funding both governments, which 
have vied to rule Lebanon 
since September, when parlia- 
ment failed to elect a successor to 
outgoing president Amin 
Gemayel. 

Naim was strongly criticised 
this month by the military cabinet 
or army commander General 
Michel Aoun who accused him of 
cutting funds for his 15,000 
troops. 

The struggle for control of the 
bank between military govern- 


ment and the rival dvil adminis- 
tration has led Aoun to close the 
only road link between east and 
west Beirut. 

The closure threatens the west- 
ern sector with fuel and flour 
shortages. 

“The central bank has to deal 
with both administrations and 
give funds to each especially in 
matters relating to basic needs,” 
Naim said. 

He said the bank was providing 
the two governments with funds 
for salaries of government em- 
ployees, wheat, fuel, oil. and 
medical insurance. 

The central bank holds over 60 
per cent of Lebanon’s 9.2 million 
ounces of gold reserves and $991 
million in foreign cash reserves. 


Adjusting to new OPEC quota 

Iraq to cut oil exports through Jordan and Turkey 


Baghdad (ap> — Iraq will 
cut its oil exports through Turkey 
and Jordan by 90,000 barrels a 
day from Jan. 1, Oil Minister 
Issam A1 Chalabi declared 
Thursday. 

He said the move was in line 
with Baghdad's acceptance last 
month of an Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) production quota of 2.64 
million barrels a day, the same as 
Iran's. 

The Iraqis, who had rejected 
an earlier OPEC quota of 1.5 


million barrels a day, accepted 
the higher ceiling at an OPEC 
ministerial conference in Vienna 
after a bitter dispute stemming 
from its demand for quota parity 
with Iran. 

The 2.64 million-barrel quota 
takes effect Jan. 1. Iraq is cur- 
rently producing around 2.74 mil- 
lion barrels a day. 

While discussing exports. A! 
Chalabi did not actually say Iraq 
was cutting its production by 
90,000 barrels a day. But that 
figure is dose to the amount that 
Baghdad will have to shave off its 


current production to conform 
with the new OPEC ceiling. 

A1 Chalabi made no mention of 
what Iraq's overall export figure 
will be next month. Iraq's domes- 
tic needs are expected to remain 
at around 285,000 barrels a day. 

Al Chalabi said in a statement 
that Iraq will cut 65,000 barrels a 
day from the estimated 100,000 
barrels it has been trucking 
through Jordan’s port of Aqaba 
daily since the war with Iran 
dosed its southern Gulf outlets. 

These are being opened up 
following the Aug. 20 ceasefire in 


die eight-year Gulf war. 

He said another 25,000 barrels 
a day would be trimmed from the 
estimated 1.5 milli on barrels 
pumped daily through a pipeline 
across Turkey to the Mediterra- 
nean. 

Another pipeline through 
Saudi Arabia has a capacity of 
500,000 barrels a day. 

Al Chalabi has said Iraq hopes 
to restore export capacity 
through Gulf terminals to around 
2.5 million barrels a day during its 
post-war reconstruction. 


Tokyo remains most expensive city 


GENEVA (R) — Latin Amer- 
ican dries, despite massive infla- 
tion, are the cheapest in the 
world for foreign executives, an 
independent consultancy group 
said Thursday. 

The most expensive were 
Tokyo and the Osaka-Kobe con- 
urbation in Japan, which for the 
fourth year running headed the 
list of 103 dries in Geneva-based 
Business International’s twice - 
yearly survey of living costs. 

Oslo again topped the list in 


Europe, with Helsinki taking 
over second place from Zurich, 
which now shared third spot 
jointly with Geneva, the survey 
said. 

The high inflation in Latin 
American cities was offset in 
most instances by regular de- 
valuation of national currencies. 

The only exception was Mexico 
City, where the overvalued peso 
made it one of the most expensive 
dries in Latin America and the 
56th dearest in the world, accord- 


ing to the survey. 

The survey took into account 
the cost of a shopping basket of 
food items, alcoholic drinks, 
household supplies, personal care 
items, tobacco, utilities, dothing, 
domestic help, recreation, enter- 
tainment and transport. 

Taking New York as a base of 
100, the Business International 
cost-of-living index for Tokyo 
was 203 and Osaka-Kobe 201. 

Tehran was the world’s third 
dearest rity at 187, followed by 
the West African dries of Libre- 


ville 162, Brazzaville 155, Douala 
143 and Abidjan 138. 

Oslo, also rated at 138, pre- 
ceded Taipei 133. Helsinki 128, 
Dakar 127, Geneva 123, Zurich 
123 and Tel Aviv 123. 

Most U-S. dries improved in 
ranking due to the strength of the 
dollar at the time of the survey. 
New York was the most expen- 
sive. ahead of Los Angeles 97. 
Toronto was the dearest Cana- 
dian tity at 102, dosely followed 
by Montreal 101. 


Yugoslavia quadruples budget for 1989 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugoslavia 
has unveiled a huge 1989 federal 
budget rise, reflecting pressure 
put on government spending by 
runaway annual inflation of 228 
per cent 


Parliament has approved a 
draft 1989 federal budget of 
20,900 billion dinars ($4.50 bil- 
lion), Tan jug news agency has 
reported. 

The budget was nearly four 
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times the 1988 budget drafted a 
year ago, which amounted to 5,660 
billion dinars ($1.22 billion at 
current exchange rates). 

It was nearly three times higher 
than the latest revised 1988 
budget, which was increased this 
month to 7,610 billion dinars 
($1.64 billion). 

The draft is revised several 
times annually to keep pace with 
Yugoslavia's rapid rale of inflation. 

The federal budget, always ba- 
lanced, is financed by sales and 
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customs taxes and contributions 
from the six republics and two 
autonomous provinces. 

The budget covers defence 
spending, government costs, 
veterans’ pensions and aid to the 
country’s poorer regions. 

It does not include major wel- 
fare and education expenses or 
infrastructure costs, which are 
covered by the regional budgets. 

Defence spending takes up 
15,200 billion dinars ($3.27 bil- 
lion) of the 1989 budget — 73 per 
cent of the total against 67 per 
cent of last year’s draft budget for 
1988. 

Defence normally takes up ab- 
out five per cent of the commun- 
ist country’s national income. 

Prime Minister Branko Mikulic 
is under pressure in parliament to 
cut budget spending as the coun- 
try prepares major reforms to 
give its ailing socialist economy a 
free market base. 

Yugoslavia is also saddled with 
a $21 billion debt and widespread 
labour unrest in protest at felling 
living standards. 

Oskar Kovac, a minister with- 
out portfolio in MikuJic’s govern- 
ment and a key architect of eco- 
nomic policies, resigned a week 
ago in a dispute with Mikulic over 
interest rates. 
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FOR RENT 
DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 2 salons separated by an arch 
with dining area, 2 bathrooms, maids bedroom and 
shower, kitchen with all appliances and tools, complete 
deluxe furnished and curtains, central heating, telephone 
and parking. 

Location: Tilal Al-Ali next to Doctors Housing. 
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ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


W. Bank ships first direct exports 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — The first Palestinian farm 
produce exported directly from the occupied West Bank to the 
European Community under a recent EC-Israel accord has sailed 
from Ashdod for France, the EC mission here said Thursday. Forty 
tonnes of aubergines, grown in the Jordan Valley and labelled 
Jericho, were shipped Monday by the Union of Agricultural 
Cooperatives in the West Bank to the French firms Compagnie 


produce. Israel initially objected to independent Palestinian farm 
exports on political grounds but relented after the European 
Parliament blocked ratification of EC-Israel trade accords cutting 
tariffs on Israeli exports. Tbe first produce from the Gaza Strip to 
be exported under the same accord — 1,100 tonnes of grapefruit — 
sailed from Ashdod to Rotterdam Dec. 4. 

Algerian agriculture receives support 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The World Bank announced Thursday 
that it will join with Japan in helping finance a $569 million project 
to increase food production in Algeria, which was hit by severe 
rioting in October. Algeria has to import about 70 per cent of its 
food. One of every four Algerian workers is a farm worker, many 
of them on government-owned farms. Some of these farms are 
being dismantled as a result of new policies instituted by President 
Chadli Benjedid’s government after the riots. The Algerian 
government's Banque De L’Agricutture Et Du Developpemeot Rural 
(Agriculture and Rural Development Bank) will increase its 
lending to farmers and food processors to help' them buy irrigation 
equipment, tractors, trucks and other machinery expected to 
increase production. It will borrow $110 million from the World 
Bank, tbe biggest international source of aid, and $110 million 
from Japan’s Export-Import Bank. It will lend $158 million worth 
of its own money, with borrowers supplying the remaining $191 
million themselves. 

Bank of England to buy back state stock 

LONDON (R) — The Bank of England has said it would hold a 
reverse auction in January to buy back government stock in an 
unprecedented move by the central bank aimed at cutting the 
national debt. In a reverse auction, stockholders name their selling 
price. Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher has made the reduction of 
the national debt a priority of economic policy. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Nigel Lawson's success in swelling public coffers has 
meant that instead of borrowing cash by issuing gOt-edged stocks, 
the Conservative government has been using its surplus to buy back 
stock and cut its debt. The Bank of England said it has quietly 
mopped up £2.2 billion ($4 billion) of stock in tbe gilts market since 
April. It said the reverse auction would add permanent reserves to 
the banking system in January, a time when tax payments 
traditionally drain funds. The cheapest offers would be accepted by 
the bank up to a pre-set limit. In the first reverse auction, on Jan. 
13, the bank would buy stock with a face value of up to £500 million 
($915 million). 

Bonn approves aid, loan to Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — West Germany has agreed to provide Turkey 
with 307 million marks ($175 million) in development aid, officials 
and diplomats have said. About half the total represented Bonn’s 
annual aid, earmarked this year for power lines from east Turkey 
to Ankara, railways and the treatment of cement factory emissions. 
The rest, a separate, non-recurring agreement, would be channel- 
led through Turkish banks to aid the development of small and 
medium-size businesses, the diplomats said. Diplomats said none 
of tbe aid was formally tied to purchases from West Germany but 
treasury officials said there was strong pressure to buy German 
goods. The agreement comprised a 27 milli on mark ($15 million) 
grant and 280 million mark ($160 million) soft loan to be repaid at 
two per cent interest over 30 years, after a 10-year grace period. 
Last year West Germany provided grants of 22 milli on marks ($12 
million) and soft loans of 130 million marks ($75 million). 
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Overspending pressures 
Sri Lankan economy 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka’s 
economy, battered by anti-gov- 
ernment violence, is also under 
pressure from government over- 
spending during the approach to 
elections, central bank officials 
have said 

“The economy is overheated. 
We have overstepped the 1988 
budget by nearly five billion 
rupees ($156 million),” said a 
senior central bank economist. 

He said a projected budget 
deficit for 1988 had risen from 36 
billion rupees ($1,125 billion) to 
41 billion ($1,281 billion), accord- 
ing to a November estimate. 

The economist, who declined 
to be identified, said in an inter- 
view that government spending 
over the year had risen in de- 
fence, wages, pensions, employ- 
ment projects and drought relief. 

Opposition parties say the gov- 
ernment has been increasing 
salaries and pensions to woo vo- 


ters at next Monday’s presidential 
election. 

“Until about June the budget 
was on course. But after the date 
of the presidential election was 
announced, it went out of con- 
trol," the economist said. 

The economist said 70 per cent 
of the exoess in the budget deficit 
would be financed by printing 
new currency. 

Gross domestic product was 
expected to grow by three per 
cent in 1988, down from a 
targeted 5.5 per cent. “The 5-5 
figure was based on the assump- 
tion that there would be peace by 
mid-1988 because of the July, 
1987, accord. But the situation 
has not changed,” he said. 

“Tbe new government will 
have a formidable task ahead in 
tightening tbe budget, cutting 
government spending in particu- 
lar, because the presidential 
candidates are all promising new 
projects,” he said. 


A large 2nd floor newly built super deluxe finishing, in a 
villa consists of 4 bedrooms, big salons, living and dining 
rooms, large kitchen, 3 bathrooms, verandas, separate 
heating and entrance and telephone. 

Location: Umm Utheina area, Al Rabia Neighbourhood 
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For more information please call 810464 
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Don’t throw your old furniture. 
INEFERTITI EST. is ready to accept 

1. Re-upholstery 

2. Made to order furnitures 
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GREAT GIFT IDEA 

Sinclair 128K QL computer (as new) with word proces- 
sing, database, spreadsheet and graphics software, 
printer interface, Philips 12 inch amber monochrome 
monitor — all for JD 190. Epson RX-80FTprinter JD 125- 
Braun heavy-duty kitchen mixer with several attachments 
— JD 40. 

Please call 641559 after 7:00 p.m. 


IBM gives Siemens a venture in Rolm 

l farm NEW YORK (R) - International Business Mae bmes gBM^ C^r p 
to tbe has said it would spin off its Rota telephone equ.pmmt iuted,^, 
1 sailed into joint ventnres with the Wea German annpany S'emens A.O - 
. Forty Industry analysts had expected IBM to take some aOBon ’ 

foelled which has been a money-loser. Siemens, 
ultural supplier of telephone equipment and 
pagnie the leading candidate to acquire Rohn outright. IB 
tirians technology and talents w3l allow oilmen to IM •toe™ 
™ power ofvoice and data networks and^mthe competinve^e 
. deli Key need for growth in the 1990s " IBM Chm nnan ■ WtaAtai 

a farm said in a statement announcing the agreement with Siemens. 

nrtting Icahn raises stake in Texaco 

££— NEW YORK (AP) - Carl Icahn has disclosat be to rato d fe 
state in Texaco Inc. to 15.8 per cent, spumng tob quest. om 
about the takeover strategist's ultimate plans re&ratng the 
third-iargest U.S. ofl company. Icahn said u s the U.s. 

Securities and Exchange Commission that he bought 2.6 
ursday shales of Texaco stock between Dec. 7 and 12 for $131 

iroject ah average of about $50,375 a share. His filing chd not c^larn why 
severe he bought the stock. But the move vaulted Icahn s stake over the 
t of its 15 per cent threshold, which under the takeover laws of Delaware, 
man y where Texaco is incorporated, means he must raise his ownership 
ns are to 85 per cent ot wait at least three years before attempting any 
•sident -acquisition effort that would result in the company s breakup. 

lg lS I Nigeria to base budget on low oil price 

Ration LAGOS (R) — Nigeria’s 1989 budget will be bared on the 
ted to assumption that world oil prices wfll range between $12 and $14 a 
World barrel during the year. President Ibrahim Babangida was quoted as 
million saying. The Nigerian media said Babangida told reporters after a 
worth budget meeting of the armed forces ruling council that a range of 
e $191 $12 to $14 was “the most practicable variable” on winch to base the 

budget estimates. Nigeria, burdened with $27 billion of foreign 
debt, depends heavily on oil for its foreign exchange earnings. 
Babangida said efforts would intensify in 1989 to diversify the 
production bare of the economy to avoid excessive dependence on 
hold a oil. 


U.S. trade deficit falls to $10.35 billion 

WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. trade deficit fell by about three 
per cent in October to $10.35 billion from a revised $10.67 billion in 
September, tire Co mme rce Department has said. The decline was 
the result of -a 1.1 per cent fall in exports in October to $27.67 
billion on a seasonally adjusted basis, and a 1.7 per cent fall in 
imports to $38.02 billion. The October trade gap was within the 
range of expectations of most Wall Street economists who had 
expected the October trade gap to range between $9.0 billion and : 
$12 billion. Contributing to foe decline in foe October trade deficit 
were lower imports of capital and consumer goods and cars and 
parts, partly offset by lower exports of industrial supplies and 
materials and foods, feeds and beverages, the Commerce Depart- 
ment said. 

Israeli inflation rate reaches 17.3% 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s consumer price index rose by 1.6 per 
centage points in November, bringing the inflation rate for the last 
12 months to 17.3 per cent, the Central Bureau of Statistics has 
said. The main factors were a 6.1 per cent jump in dothing prices 
and a 3.8 per cent increase in health costs, the bureau said. 
Inflation since the start of the year is ru nning at 15.8 per cent. 
Consumer prices rose 2.4 per cent in October and 1.6 per cent in 
November 1988. 

Dow Chemical wins environmental award 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The World Environment Centre has 
named foe Dow Chemical Company of foe United States to receive 
its fifth annual gold medal for environmental protection activities 
by multinational enterprises. An international jury dted Dow for 
“its creative use of technology to reduce, eliminate and treat waste 
and for its open co mmuni cations with, and concern for its publics." 
These can “serve as a model for industry to protect the global 
environment for future generations,” it added. The centre is a New 
York-based organisation largely sponsored by private industry that 
promotes worldwide exchange of information and expertise on 
environmental problems with governments. Dow, headquartered at 
Midland, Michigan, is a major producer of chemicals, plastics and 
pharmaceuticals employing 35,000 people in 32 countries. Its 
worldwide sales reached $13-4 billion in 1987. 
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Central Bank official rates ' 




Bay 

Scfl 

Japanese yen (lor 100) 

382.1 

384.0 

U.S. dollar 

470.0 

472.0 

Dutch guilder 

239.4 

240.0 

Pound Sterling 

858.6 

862.9 

Swedish crown 

77.8 

78.2 

Deutscfacmarfc 

270.2 

271.6 

Italian lira (for 100) 

36.6 

36.8 

Swiss franc 

320.7 

322.3 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

128.9 

129.5 

Reach franc 

79.0 

79.4 





Amman Financial Market . 
weekly trading 


Following is a sommary of trading during last week and tbe 
previous week: 


Daily average 
Total volume 
Total shares 
No. of contracts 


Industrial 

Financial 

Service 

Insurance 


Dec. 10-14 

JD 519,118 
JD 2,595,5 88 
1,966,882 
2,110 

Sectoral trading: 

JD 3,338,004 
(51.6%) 
JD 1,074,417 
(41.4%) 
(5.0%) 
( 2 . 0 %) 


Dec. 1-7 

JD 638,641 
JD 3,193,304 
3,382,145 
2,680 


1,559,934 
(48.8%) 
JD 1,407,610 
(44.1%) 
(4.3%) 
( 2 . 8 %) 


Share price index 
No. of companies 
Price movement (rise) 
(decline) 
(stable) 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES ... 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.8205/15 

1.2050/60 

1.7525/35 

1.9777/87 

1-4780/90 

36.75/80 

5.9900/50 

1292/1293 

124.15/25 

6.0830/80 

6.5110/60 

6.7810/60 ‘ 

411.75/412:25 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar. - 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs - 
Belgian, francs 
French .francs 
Ittalian lire 
Japanese yen . 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
















SPORTS IN BRIEF 


All admits spate of phone calls 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Former heavyweight boxing champion 
Muhammad All suddenly: has taken responsibility for a flurry of 
recent phone calls to politicians and journalists, following reports 
that an “Alj telephone impostor" had made the calls. “I've been 
making the calls," Ali tpld a news conference on the.'steps of the 
Capitol Wednesday.' The Atlanta Journal and the Atlanta 
Constitution had reported last week that Ali told sports columnist 
David Kindred be was not responsible for the phone calls, which 
the newspaper said were aimed at promoting projects for personal 
gain.'At his Washington dews conference, Ali acknowledged that 
he had told the Atlanta newspaper he did not make the phone 
calls. - But he said he made the denial in order to escape 
questioning by Kindred, who “kept following me around.” . 

Bernardin tries sailing trip-again 

NEW YORK (AP) — Guy Bernardin embarked Thursday on his 
second attempt to. break the record for the 1 22,530-kilometre 
journey by sail from New York to San Francisco around the tip of 
South America. Bernard in's first try last March ended disastrous- 
ly when his mast broke and bis boat sank off Cape Horn. He bad 
reached the Cape in less than 42 days, a record, and was 10 days 
ahead of the record pace to San Francisco. The record of 89 days 8 
horns to San Francisco was set 134 years ago by "the Flying Cloud, 
a 229-foot (69-metre) Clipper with a crew of about 40. Bernardin, 
45, a French-bom U.S. citizen who divides his time between 
Newport, Rhode Island, and France, prefers sailing alone. 

Bruno hopes to pin Tyson down 

LONDON (AP) — British challenger Frank Bruno flew to the 
I United States Wednesday hoping finally to agree terms with 
undisputed heavyweight champion Mike Tyson after five post- 
ponements in six months of their world title fight. “It doesn't pay 
to get too excited,” Bruno said as he left Heathrow airport. “I 
won’t be doing any body-popping unto I finally sign the contract. 
Hopefully it will be a nice Christmas present — but I won't 
believe it until everything is -concrete.” As Bruno left for Los 
Angeles, reports out of the United .States said the fight had been 
fixed for Feb. 25 at the Las Vegas Hilton. Bruno said he was 


GOREN BRIDGE 


. BY CHARLES GOREN 
AN OO UAH SHARIF 
enttB Trtfauna Mattel SoMcas. Inc 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AXQJ632 \Q >95 *KQJ 
Partner opens the bidding with three 
hearts. What action do you take? 
A.— Partner promises to take six 
tricks with hearts as trumps, and 
you bring him three, perhaps four. 
However, at spades- your hand is 
worth nine tricks. Any ace ip part- 
ner's hand, or even a well-placed 
long, should produce game, so we 
would jump lo four spades. 

Q.2— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4J1M32 9197 OJ103 *62 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What action do you take? 
A. — We bare passing partner’s ma- 
jor -sun opening bid when we have 
five-card support, but this hand is 
simply too weak for any action. In- 
deed, advertising spade shortness in 
the opponents' hands might help 
them in the auction. Pass. 

Q-3 — As .South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ Void 9AK1043 C9S31 *7653 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

A. — You don’t have the values for a 
two-over-one response, so don’t 
even contemplate bidding, two 
hearts. Despite your distribution, 
your correct response is one no 
trump. That does not promise a bal-. 
anced hand; it is simply a weak bid. 

Q A — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

♦ KJ108 9AKQJ10 2>A4 *63 
The bidding has proceeded: 


What action <Jq you take? 

A. — You certainly have enough to 
compete, but. a bid of three hearts 
risks losing a spade game while three 
spades could propel you to an im- 
possible four-bean contract. The 
solution is to double. Since partner 
has not yet bid, that's for takeout. 
If he bids four dubs-, you have no 
option but to correct - to four hearts 
and hope for the best. 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ Q76 963 C76 * AKQ1093 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— You nave an excellent dub suit, 
and your fit for partner’s suit does 
improve your hand. For all that, 
you. still have a minimum opening 
bid, so ali you can do for the mo- 
ment is bid two clubs. 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

♦ Q76 963 076 4AKQ1093 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

2 * Pass 2 0 Pass 

j 

What do you. bid now? 

A.— Although things are be ginning 
to look up, you still have that same 
dead minimum opening bid. Be con- - 
tent with two spades now, but if 
partner makes a move, go, straight 
to four spades. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


eiHacmmSMca, m< 


By Harris 

HAFWiS ) 


«=* CP 


“Your after-shave lotion is a 
little TOO macho. Makes you 
smell like a rhinoceros.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
& by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one tetter lo each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


ALTEM 


tff & 


& 




BUTIC 



□ 

E 


.. . ^ 


WHADOSI 


KRILLE 


WHAT HE WOULD 1 DO . 
EVERY TIME HE GAW 
THE GIRL AT THE 
CAMPY COUNTED. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
. gesied by the above cartoon. 


* (Answers tomorrow) 

SMufday . 8 1 Jumbte EXERT FACET QUORUM TURNIP 

I Answer Why you should study the history of the 
past—' THERES A FUTURE IN TT 


realistic enough not to rule out another postponement. '‘Unfortu- 
nately. you never know. what Mike Tyson is up to,” he said. “The 
- latest stories about him don’t exactly make good reading, but all 
Fm concerned with is getting him in the ring.” Bnino was 
accompanied by Jarvis Astaire, who had the original contract for 
the fight to take place in London, and manager Terry Lawless. 

Karpov, Ehlvest, Tukamov and Gavrikov 
in semis 

MAZATLAN, Mexico (AP) — Four Soviet chess champions — 
Anatoly Karpov, Jean Ehlvest, Vladimir Tukmakov and Viktor 
Gavrikov — face each other Thursday in semifinals of the World 
Speed Gbess Championships. In quarter-final playoffs Wednes- 
day. former world champion Anatoly Karpov beat grandmaster 
Roman Dzindzichasvili of the United States, by 2.5-1.5 points. 
Speed chess is a variation of regular chess in which participants 
get much less time to think about and make their moves. In 
regular chess each participant has 2 Vi hours to make the first 40 
moves- in speed chess, only 30 minutes. The result is a brand of 
chess that the promoters hope might be more geared' to 
television. 

Maria Walliser wins World Cup downhill 

ALTENMARKT, Austria (AP) — Switzerland's Maria Walliser 
blitzed her way through a snowfall Thursday to win the second 
women's downhill ski race of the World Cup season. The downhill 
and a slalom race Friday will be used to establish results in a 
combined .event, essentially a paper competition. Wal User’s time 
was 1 minute, 35.23 seconds down the 1.900- metre course. 
Veronika Wallinger of Austria was runnerop in 1:35.33 with 
Switzerland's defending World Cup champion Michela Figini next 
in 1:35.55. 


S. Arabia wins place 
in Asia Cup final 


DOHA (R) — Saudi Arabia won 
a place against South Korea in 
the final of the ninth Asian Cup 
Soccer Championship when they 
beat Iran 1-0 Thursday with a 
first-half goal by their “Pele of 
the desert.” 

Majed Abdullah gave Iranian 
keeper Ahmad Abedzadeb no 
chance with a powerful, perfectly 
placed header in the 13th minute. 

The Iranians; who have lifted 
tiie cup three times, were out- 
played by a fast-moving, hard- 
tackling Saudi side that fought 
every ball. 

But the Saudis were guilty of 
several lapses in defence much 


they were fortunate the Iranians 
did not capitalise on. 

They may not get off as lightly 
in the final Sunday against South 
Korea, whose flowing, attacking 
game has made then the stars of 
the tournament. 

Abdullah also put the ball In 
the back of the net from the 
penalty spot five minutes from 
the end, but British referee 
George Courtney ordered him to 
retake it. Keeper Abedzadeh 
stopped the second shot with a 
brilliant save. 

The final will be played 
Sunday. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY. DECEMBER 17, 1988 

KBS HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By The Carroll Rlghter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Stay calm, and avoid risky or hasty 
decisions. Quarrels over trifles may 
arise, and irritating responses can 
escalate Lo full-scale battles. Over- 
charged sensuality can be directed 
toward a new relationship. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) For 
those traveling, getting there will 
he half the fun. Be tolerant of im- 
mature attitudes. Call on inner 
. resources to handle upsets. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Pushing others along may get a 
negative response. Shopping may 
move ahead if yon are patient. Try 
to divert moody family members. 
GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 21) Be 
good friend to someone who needs 
help. Soda) opportunities may have 
to be shelved. R e laxi ng at home will 
have stimulating rewards. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 lo 
JnL 21) Love can take a strange, 
twist. Control the home situation, 
and ignore foolish actions and hot 
tempers. Stay in a good mood. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Ang. 21) You feel 
held hack by family and partner- 
ship difficulties.. A diplomatic ap- 
proach will dear the air. The eve- * 
nine has more of the usual sparkle. 

VIRGO (Ang. 22 to Sept 22) 
Variety is the spice of life. Throw 
the day’s plan out and start anew 


if necessary. A cozy setting will 
enhance a pleasing event later In 
the day. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OcL 22) Too 
many chiefs and no Indians may 
start the day's course. It is difficult 

to arimnwiwh those you love, but 
you master the dtuation- 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Someone from the past misses you 
very much. A love theme needs to 
be patiently changed. Holding back 
wifi make matters worse- 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) You appred ate being where you 
can relax and reorganize your plans. 
Choose to be with stable people who 


can add to the quality of your life. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Trust your intuition and earthy in- 
stincts to handle a disorganized 
day. Taking a friend along: for the 
ride will be emotionally rewarding. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Avoid arguments over finances and 
budgets. Stay with a realistic ap- 
proach. You impress another and 
receive a loving response. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) A 
i-hang e in lifestyle may not go in the 
direction yon planned. Time spent 
with a companion is a pick-me-up. 
Check the scale before indulging. 


THE Daily Crossword by Joanne Wilson 


ACROSS 
1 Area or rip 
5 Soil: preL 
9 Singer Yma 

14 Related 

15 Small net) 

16 Loos or 
Louisa 

17 Cheap 
wedding ring? 

19 Arthur — 

Doyle 

20 Greeted 

21 Possessive 

23 Antique 

24 Canasta card 

25 Hwy. 

26 Victim 

27 lowly as 
a tree” 

29 Old Faithful 
a*. 

1 31 Obey 

32 Alliance 
totters ' 

33 Bands 

37 — de France 

39 Puzzle theme 

40 Chatter 

41 Used ear (Ml 

43 Aetrase Mary 

44 Heroic tale . 

45 Reduce 

47 Reeor 

48 Tabtofend 

51 Morose 

52 Tops 

53 — mode 

54 — tal (drink) 

55 “Deep In The 
Heart — ■ 

58 Aetar Nick 
60 Hamlet? 

82 “Aida" torone 

63 News notice 

64 Masque priest- 
85 Vanish 

Ingredient 
68 Kamek's river 
67 Punts del — 

DOWN 

1 Taxis 

2 Gumbo 

3 Bell eounds? 

4 Guaranteed 

5 Monastery 



©iBffl Trtbuna MMI* Sanricam, I no. 
M MgMa Hmnnvm 


8 Alumnus 

7 Scurried 

8 Peculiarity 

9. Algonquin 

10 Numera — 

11 Unimportant 

12 ot Two 
CWes” 

13 Sweets 
18 Stalk 
22 Exam taker 

25 Seved 

26 Money player 

27 Muslim lord 

28 Heap 
28 Wander 
30 Hesttatory 

remarks 
32 Russian port 

34 Dental visits? 48 Vietnam city 


Yesterday's Poole Solved: 


nnnn nnnn anna 
nana anna annan 
nnafi nano nninna 
nnnnrannHcrcifiran 
□am nan 
aannaa nmnii uaa 
nsnnn annn nnan 
□naanmnnnnannnn 
nnon rarnin aann 
non nana annaan 
nnn aan 
nnanannananaa 
□□□no oaoa nnna 
nnnnn oaan nann 
anna naan raonni 


35 Leal 

36 Shadowbox 
38 Sp. shout 
38 Vaaa 

42 — mode 
44 Meeting 
phra se 


47 Woman’s 
rights name 

48 Estate 

48 Run away 
50 Soupy 
52 worse - 
than death" 


54 Denote 

55 — de-boeuf 
(oval window) 

58 Med. eubj. 

57 Strewn In . 
heraldry 

58 Number prefix 
61 Stat 


Report 
estimates 
500,000 U.S. 
drug-takers 

CHICAGO (AP) — As many as 
500,000 teen-age boys may be 
using anabolic steroids to im- 
prove their appearance or athletic 
performance, despite possible 
dangerous aide effects, a resear- 
cher said Thursday. 

“We’re talking about potential- 
ly abusive behaviour that has to 
be addressed directly, or we may 
have individuals who group up 
and suffer advene- health con- 
sequences,” said >V.H. Buckley' 
assistant professor of Health 
Education at Pennsylvania State 
University. 

In a survey of 3,40s boys in 
their final year at 46 public and 
private U.S. high schools in late 
1987, 226 boys, or 6.6 per cent of 
those responding, said they had 
used steroids, Buckley and 
associates reported in Friday's 
journal of the American Medical 
Association. 

Although the research wasn't 
based on a random sample of the 
nation’s high schools, the study 
suggested that 250,000 to 500,000 
adolescents are using or have 
used steroids, Buckley said. 

“I didn't have any idea it would 
be this high,” Buckley said, call- 
ing his study the first of its scope 
in the United States. 

Androgenic anabolic steroids 
are synthetic derivatives of male 
hormones, and some athletes 
take them to help build up their 
muscles. Doctors have reported 
in recent years that steroids have 
been linked to serious side effects 
such as mood swings, severe 
acne, baldness, temporary steril- 
ity, abnormal liver function, high 
blood pressure, cardiovascular 
disease and possibly cancer of the 
liver and testicles. 

While nearly half the boys who 
reported using steroids said they 
did so to improve athletic per- 
formance, 26.7 per cent said they 
popped them or injected them for 
the muscular appearance the 
drugs can help produce. 

“It's the new-age. body beauti- 
ful, fitness people out there as 
well who are using anabolic ster- 
iods,” Buckley said in a tele- 
phone interview. 

About 10 per cent said they 
used steroids to treat sports-re- 
lated injuries and 7.1 per cent 
cited social reasons, such as peer 
pressure. 

The study also showed that 
about one in five 12th-year high 
schoorstudefits claiming to take 
steroids said they got the drugs 
from a doctor, pharmacist or 
veterinarian, and 38.3 per cent 
said they first took the drugs at 
age 15 or younger. 

Parents looking for steroid use 
should watch for unusually fast 
muscle growth, mood swings, ot 
flare-ups of acne in their children, 
Buckley said. 

Most studies on the long-term 
effects of steroids have involved 
people using them legally for 
other ailments, so further study 
of the drugs’ effects — particular- 
ly on healthy, growing adoles- 
cents — is needed, Buckley 
added. 

In the short term, steroids re- 
duce sperm production, the re- 
searcher said. 


Milan looks to beat Juventus 


LONDON (R) — Three of the 
English First Division's outstand- 
ing midfield players hope to re- 
vive their flagging fortunes by 
giving impressive performances 
in the soccer league's top three 
fixtures Saturday. 

Irish international Kevin 
Sheedy of Everton, Danish inter- 
national Jan Molby of Liverpool 
and Arsenal's potential England 
player Paul Davis have widely 
differing reasons for wanting re- 
calls to action. 

Sheedy, out of favour following 
a dispute with- Everton manager 
Colin Harvey, has asked for a 
transfer and will seek to impress 
potential buyers against Queen’s 
Park Rangers in London. 

The match will be newly-instal- 
led player-manager Trevor Fran- 
cis’ first in charge of Rangers 
since he was confirmed as Jim 
Smith’s successor Wednesday fol- 
lowing a week of rumour and 
speculation. 

Sheedy came on as a substitute 
for injured Scottish international 
Ian Wilson during Everxon's En- 
glish league cup defeat at Brad- 
ford City Wednesday and is ex- 


pected to keep his place. 

Molby, by contrast, is unlikely 
to wish to attract any outside 
attention if he succeeds in regain- 
ing his place in defending cham- 
pions Liverpool's team for their 
home match against league lead- 
ers Norwich. 

Now back to full fitness after 
six weeks in prison for motoring 
offences, Molby .will be hoping to 
satisfy no-one more than Liver- 
pool's player-manager Kenny 
Dalglish as the Reds bid to end a 
frustrating run of three successive 
home draws. 

In Italy, unbeaten first division 
leaders Internazionale Milan 
hope to add Juventus to their 
impressive list of victims this sea- 
son when they meet the/Turin 
team at home Sunday in the top 
match of the least full programme 
of European domestic league soc- 
cer before Christmas. 

Inter, who have dropped only 
one point from nine league games 
to take a clear lead at the top. 
beat city rivals and defending 
champions AC Milan last 
weekend and will be full of 
confidence. 


Third-placed Juventus could 
provide a stern test to litter’s 
hopes, however, as under new 
manager Dino Zoff they have 
settled down well this season and 
are currently unbeaten five 
matches. 

Juventus are likely to b. — 
out Danish striker Michael Laud- 
rup« 

✓Inter are expected to be with- 
out injured West German inter- 
national defender Andreas 
Brehme. 

Ac Milan, languishing in 
seventh place seven points behind 
Inter, are again uncertain about 
the fitness of their captain Dutch- 
man Ruud Gullit for their visit to 
Torino. 

In France, the top attraction 
will be a classic dash betweeo 
Marseille, currently third, and 
Saint Etienne in the last round of 
fixtures before the two-month 
winter break. 

Auxerre, the new leaders 
following a 1-0 win over Nantes on 
Wednesday when champions 
Moncao beat previous leaders 
Paris Saint-Germain 2-0 at the 
Parc Des Princes, go to Cannes. 


Bullets have to Jump higher 


LAND OVER, Maryland (AP) 
— It took the Washington Bullets 
two games and four days longer 
than the Charlotte Hornets to win 
five games this season. Expansion 
isn’t easy on a team struggling to 
rebuild. The comparisons are 
brutal. 

By winning only four of their 
first 18 games this season, a start 
which included a seven-game los- 
ing streak, the Bullets have been 
measured, marked and mocked 
by the Hornets' relative and early 
success. . 

But they say they're ignoring it. 

“There's no pressure on this 
team at all,” said Bernard King 
after Washington snapped its 
seven-game losing streak Tues- 
day night with a 115-105 victory 
over the Boston Celtics. 

“We come out and, for the 
most pan. we're ready to play 
every night." said King. “There 
were some games out on the West 
Coast that we could have won 
and, for whatever reason, we 
didn’t." 

Eight of the Bullets' 14 losses 
have been by eight points or less. 
One came in overtime to the Los 
Angeles Lakers in Inglewood, 
California, after Magic Johnson 
sank, a 45-foot shot as regulation 
time ran out. 

“We placed hard in just about 
every game on the road and had a 
chance -to win maybe three of 
them,” Washington coach Wes 
Unseld said of the team’s just- 
completed five-game road trip. 

“It felt like we were on the 
road there for about a month,” 
King said. 

The Bullets put themselves at a 
height disadvantage before this 
season, electing not to try and 
re-siga Moses Malone and then j 
trading Manute Bol to Golden 
State for Dave Feitl, who is 
Washington's only player taller 
than 6- foot-9. 

Every other NBA team has at 
least three players taller than 6-9 


and 12 of the league's 25 teams 
have five or more players at least 
that size, according to official 
rosters as of Dec. 1. 

“We're a small team, a young 
team and we just nude some 
crucial mistakes down the stretch 
in some games,” Washington 
guad Jeff Malone said. “That’s 
why we haven't won eight or nine 
and we’ve won five.” 

The lack of height has left the 
Bullets without any margin for 
error. 

“We don't have that luxury, to 
make mistakes and come back.” 
Malone said. “You hate to keep 
saying it but this is a small team. 
You’ve got a John Williams out 
there trying to guard a (Robert) 


Parrish. Now he's got to guard a 
(Patrick) Ewing (in the Bullets 1 
next game).” 

The bullets have to keep the 
basketball moving. 

“When we play the type of 
basketball Wes wants us to play, 
that’s when we win,” Malone 
said. “We've got to push the ball 
up the floor. We’re most effective 
when we're pushing the ball and 
keeping our offense spread. ... 
When we play that type of game 
we’re real good.' 1 

The Bullets, who installed a 
new passing offense for this sea- 
son, shot better than 50 per cent 
for only the fifth time this season 
in beating the Celtics. 




Canada welcomes foreign business 
persons, entrepreneurs, and executives 
who have substantial financial status and 
wish to establish or Invest In a business in 
Canada. 

As a private consulting firm In Canada, we 
offer our services in assisting you to 
obtain an immigration visa for permanent 
residence and advise you on a business 
venture that may interest you. 

MR. JOHN GARUFI 

\Will be visiting Jordan from December 15 to December 18. 
Please call Marriott Hotel now for appointments or 
contact us at the address beiow:- 

‘ International Entrepreneurs 

:: — 2075 University St„ Suite 7712 Montreal 
' — 111 Q.C.H3A2U Canada Tel: (51 4) 2667825 

— ^ Fax:514-8451472 

-=^=- Tbc 55-61 985 IEC MU 


Peanuts 


'YOU RE WANTED ON THE 
PHONEJT'S SOMEONE WHO 
SAYS HE'S GABRIEL, BUT HE 
5H0ULP BE GERONIMO.. 


LOOK, KIR I’M TRYING TO 
FINISH WRITING MY CHRISTMAS 
PLAYf STOP BOTHERING ME, 
OR i'LL CHANGE YOUR 
PART TO A SHEEP! 


i Ci 'ry 


WELL, 11 BA A," TO 
YOU, TOO! 


Mutt‘n’ Jeff 


YOU MILKED THAT COW V YEH-- W "TMATGOW fyEH— N 
AND NOVY YOU'RE GIVING/ milk's N DON’T NEED JuOpll T'f A 
cT^YgooDFOR \ MILK-?? V 

( ^eky bop^ -through J 


> AH-nere 

SHE COMES/ 


111 






Andy Capp 


I DonTyou, 

> THINK OF -< 
ANYTHING 

1“ else but-< 

SNOOKER? 


AS A /MATTER OF FACT; 

► I'VEAPPUED FOR -< ■ Z'' \ 
M6V©EKSH|POFTHE / DUNNO WHY ] 

f ^-fOOKEEN..,^, (GOOD POINTS 

r ( WELL/TElD 
VEM WHAT-/ 
r THEY ARE 1 


AND WHILE HE’S 
. AT IT/ HE MIGHTS 
TRY TELLING 
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in Armenia 


SPITAK, USSR (AP) — Soviet officials, fearing 
an outbreak of infectious diseases, are proceeding 
with evacuation plans in this battered city as relief 
workers distribute food and warm clothing to 


• earthquake survivors. 

* Nouradian Norig Kritkor- 
ianizh, the first secretary of Spi- 
tak’s Communist Party, said 
crews would begin razing the city 
Sunday. 

About 15,000 of Spitak’s 

25.000 residents died in the Dec. 
7 quake that destroyed most of 
the city, Kritkorianizh said 
Thursday. The quake killed 

55.000 people in Soviet Armenia 
and left 500,000 of the area’s 

700.000 people homeless. 


“We believe the evacuation 
will take about three days," Krit- 
korianizh said. About 5,000 men 
needed to begin rebuilding the 
city in early spring would be given 


temporary housing a few 
kilometres from Spitak, he said. 

Foreign relief experts and 
Soviet officials said hope was 
fading of finding more survivors, 
and the TASS news agency re- 
ported Thursday that searchers 
had found only one person alive 
in 24 hours. 

Voices and other signs of life in 
the ruins of destroyed cities drop- 
ped off sharply after Monday 
night; when temperatures plum- 
meted to below freezing, Julia 
Taft, director of the U.S. Foreign 
Disaster Assistance Office, said 
at a Moscow news conference. 

“The hope of finding any more 
(survivors) is ended," she said. 


A Politburo Commission over- 
seeing the rescue effort met 
Thursday and stressed the need 
to take measures to avoid infec- 
tion, the newspaper Socialist In- 
dustry reported Friday. 

“Along with, rescue opera- 
tions, as was emphasised at the 
meeting, stem measures on pro- 
viding sani tary order in populated 
areas of regjous of the disaster 
are of primary importance now,” 
it said. 

Socialist Industry said that 
“There is a very acute problem of 
water supplies in the town. There 
is a shortage of portable toilets 
and (in) the removal of debris.” 

Green military vans with 
mounted speakers toured the 
muddy streets Thursday, asking 
people to leave. Most women and 
children already were gone. 

Trucks were distributing milk, 
bread, sausages, -meat and 
oranges to the survivors in Spi- 


tak, where it remained cold and 

damp 

Some people had set up what 
was left of their household be- 
longings — upholstered chairs, 
matttesses and even an occasion- 
al brass bed — around crackling 
bonfires where it was warmer 
than inside tents. 

In nearby Leninakan, Amer- 
ican rescue worker Caroline 
Hebard told the ABC network 
“Nigh time" programme early 
Thursday that quake survivors 
were comping out at night and 
searching by day for relatives in 
the nibble. 

She 'urged people to send 
money to the Red Cross or the 
Armenian Relief Agency but to 
hold off on travelling to Armenia 
or sending more supplies because 
of the congestion there. 

Soviet officials vowed to con- 
tinue searching for survivors until 
there was no more hope of bring- 


ing people out alive but said no 
more doctors or fire brigades 
were needed. 

• Teams from France and Britain 
have already returned home. Wil- 
lie' McMartin, head of the 14- 
member International Rescue 
Corps from Britain, said he 
doubted anybody was still alive in 
the rubble. 

McMartm said his group was 
exhausted, adding that the 
Soviets were beginning to use 
bulldozers, making it difficult for 
them to use their high technology 
equipment to find victims. 

George Reid, spokesman for 
the League of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies, slid 25,000 
bodies had been counted based 
on figures provided to the Red 
Cross by the Soviet Council .of 
Ministers. TASS reported 
Wednesday that 21,755 bodies 
had been identified and counted 
so far. 
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French rescue workers, helped by specially trained dogs, bunt for 
signs of life in the rubble of Lenioakao in Soviet Armenia which was hit 
by an earthquake Dec. 7. Hopes are fading for survivors still trapped 
under the debris. 


U.S., S. Korea hold talks 
on bases, troops 


SEOUL ( AP) — U.S. and South 
Korean officials began talks Fri- 
day on the future of U.S. bases 
here and on the agreements 
under which 42,000 U.S. troops 
are based in this country under a 
mutual defence treaty. 

South Korean officials called 
for the relocation of U.S. military 
facilities from central Seoul to 
rural areas and a revision of the 
regulations governing the status 
of U.S. forces. 

The first session was to allow 
South Korea to express its con- 
cerns and allow U.S. officials to 
study the matter. No date was set 
for the next meeting. 

The South Korean government 
strongly supports the presence of 
U.S. forces, but has been press- 


ing for relocation of the main 
U.S. base in Seoul to help reduce 
anti-American sentiment among 
some South Koreans and open up 
prime real estate in the capital. 

"Both sides agreed to continue 
these kind of discussions on the 
grounds that the reinforcement of 
the security relationship between 
the two countries is important." a 
South Korean statement said. 

A U.S. statement said, “the 
discussions were held in an atmos- 
phere of friendly cooperation and 
were very useful to both sides." 

American officials have 
already indicated they are willing 
to relocate the sprawling Yong- 
san base from Seoul if South 
Korea provides comparable faci- 
lities elsewhere. 


Walesa: 

Roundtable 


talks near 


GDANSK (R) ■— Lech Walesa 
said Thursday Solidarity and the 
communist government were 
very close to opening fortifal talks 
on Poland's future. 

"The round table is Very close 
at hand," the Solidarity leader 
told a news conference in this 
northern port city. 

He was referring to a govern- 
ment invitation in September for 
the banned union to join “round- 
table" negotiations on economic 
and political changes proposed by 
the ruling Communist Party. 

Walesa said the government 
was moving closer to accepting 
Solidarity's main condition for 
attending the talks — publication 
of an official declaration of intent 
to consider re-legalising the 
union. 

Government spokesman Jerzy 
Urban went a long way towards 
meeting the condition at his 
weekly news conference Tues- 
day, Walesa said. 

“All that is needed is to dot the 
I," he said. “It will be dotted by 
the next press conference." 

Urban said Tuesday that the gov- 
ernment was ready to discuss new 
forms of trade union pluralism 
with Solidarity at the round table. 

He said a Dec. 20-21 plenary 
meeting of the Communist Par- 
ty's policy-making Central Cotn- 



Lech Walesa 

mittee would provide the “new. 
political impulses" needed to get 
talks started. 

This seemed to indicate the 
authorities might be about to 
reverse policy in order to get 
Solidarity to the table and forge a 
united government-opposition 
front 

The government has previously 
said union pluralism cannot be 
restored until the economy recov- 
ers and has backed the existing 
shop-floor monopoly of the offi- 
cial OPZZ unions. 

Walesa said other encouraging 
signs recently included the gov- 
ernment decision to let him go to 
Paris last week for the first time 
in seven years. 

He said Solidarity wanted se- 
rious talks and warned that Po- 
land faced growing street vio- 
lence if the initiative failed. 


Sen: Hanoi advisors withdrawn 


PHNOM PENH, Kampuchea 
(AP) — Kampuchean Prime 
Minister Hun Secrsaid Friday that 
all Vietnamese advisors bad been 
withdrawn from Kampuchea 
along with nearly three-quarters 
of Hanoi's forces, but be claimed 
his own government could suc- 
cessfully face the Khmer Rouge 
and other guerrillas on the battle- 
field. 

Noting that- all Vietnamese 
troops would be out of his coun- 
try by 1990, Hun Sen said: "We 
still have two years, and we must 
race quickly to get ready.” 

Hun Sen spoke to about 150 
foreign correspondents as Hanoi's 
army units began withdrawing 


from western Kampuchea toward 
the Vietnamese border. 

The partial pullout, said to 
involve IS, 000 troops, began 
Thursday and will continue until 
next Wednesday. 

Hun Sen said bis government, 
would be willing to uncon- 
ditionally accept about 300,000 
Kampuchean refugees along. the 
Thai-Kampuchean borejer and 
claimed they could be re-inte- 
grated into society within .six 
months. He said his government 
and the office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees were close to signing an 
agreement for repatriation of the 
refugees. 


“We are ready to accept them 
regardless of their numbers and 
with no conditio os," be said. 

The 37-year-old prime minister 
said Pol Pot remains the most 
important leader of the Khmer 
Rouge while titular President 
Khieu Samphan ranks only eighth 
in the hierarchy and had no milit- 
ary power. 

Khieu Samphan said in Paris 
this week that Pol Pot, who led a 
reign of terror ■ in Kampuchea 
between 1975 and the 1978 Viet- 
namese invasion, was no longer 
active in the leadership. 

Khieu Samphan has become 
the most visible of the Khmer 
Rouge leaders internationally. 


Vietnam turns over MIA remains 


TOKYO (AP) — Vietnam 
Thursday turned over 38 sets of 
remains believed to be those of 
American servicemen missing 
from the Vietnam war, China's 
official Xinhua news agency re- 
ported from Hanoi. 

In the largest such turnover 
since the Vietnam war ended, the 
remains were handed over to a 
U.S. 'military team in a simple, 
ceremony at Hanoi’s Noi Bai 
airport, Xinhua said. 

it said the remains were put 
into military caskets, covered 
with folded U.S. flags, placed 
aboard a U.S. military transport 
and flown to Hawaii for identi- 
fication. 

The Chinese agency quoted un- 


identified Vietnamese sources as 
saying Vietnam win step up the 
search for Americans missing in 
action (MIAs) and has agreed- to 
accept more U.S. teams to con- 
duct joint searches. Hanoi will 
seriously consider any U.S. re- 
quests to set up. MIA offices in 
Vietnam, the report added. 

Earlier, in Bangkok, Lieute- 
nant Colonel Thomas J. Boyd, a 
spokesman for the U.S. Pacific 
Command, said the U.S. military 
team visiting Hanoi for the tur- 
nover also was to receive in- 
formation from the Vietnamese 
on 12 other MIA cases. . 

Remains turned over to the 
United States are analysed at the 
Army Central Identification 


Laboratory in Honolulu to deter- 
mine if they are from anyof the 
1,747 Americans missing from 
the Vietnam war. 


Vietnamese officials usually do 
preliminary analyses, but the 
Army Laboratory sometimes 
finds among the sets the remains 
of Vietnamese individuals. 

Most missing Americans in the 
north were airmen shot down on 
bombing or reconnaissance mis- 
sions. 

So far, the remains of 172 
Americans have been repatriated 
to the United States from Viet- 
nam and subsequently identified 
by the army laboratory since the 
end of the war. 


Repairman builds 
oversized bike 


HARRISONBURG, Virginia 
(AP) — A bicycle repairman who 
buOt a special basketball player- 
sized bicycle for 1.93 metres 
Ralph Sampson of the Golden 
State Warriors hopes he can 
round up more customers from 
the National Basketball Associa- 
tion (NBA) who find standard 
cycles a little too small to ride. 
Sampson’s bicycle featuring a 
huge frame as well as custom 
peddles, cranks and gears is 
awaiting finishing touches before 
being shipped to the Golden, 
State Warrior centre in Califor- 



nia. 


Civil rights film 
wins award 


NEW YORK (AP) — “Mississip- * 
pi Burning." a film about three •’ 1 * 
civil rights workers slain in Mis- U * 
sissipi in the 1960s, was the big ijl 
winner in this year’s National 
Board of Review of Motion Pic- 
tures Awards. The organisation, 
which has given awards for excell- 
ence in films since 1 917, 
announced its D.W. Griffith 
Awards. “Mississippi Burning” 
was named best picture and Alan 
Parker was named best director. 

Gene Hackman best actor, and 
Frances Me Dorman d best sup- 
porting actress. Jodie Foster was 
named best actress for “The Ac- 
cused.*' River Phoenix was 
named best supporting actor for 
"Running on Empty." 


Ancient texts fetch 
1.68m in auction 


ie s 


— 


LONDON (AP) r- A collection 
of ancient texts containing some 
of the earliest known writing has 
fetched $1.68 million at a Christ- 
auction. The Erleomeyer 


Collection, a comprehensive 
array of 230 texts dating back as 
muck as 5,000 years, had been 
ejected to sell for up to Si. 4 
million, said Christie's spokes- 
man William Hanham. Among 
the outstanding sales were an 
inscribed bronze vessel from 2000 
B.C., which sold for $171,000. 
and a hollow-barreled cylinder 
with royal inscriptions by the 
Babylonian king, Nebuchadnez- 
zar, which sold for $131,000, 
Hanham said. ' 
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On our First Birthday we had only 2 candles on our cake 

On our 25th we have 46. 



December 15, 1963: Wrtfi 'Good luck' from the tower, our 
first flight headed for our only destination - just 20 minutes away. 

From that memorable moment and for the next 25 years, 
Royal Jordanian has had one dear goal: The achievement of high 
standards in air travel around foe worid. 

Today our dedication to our passengers' comfort can be 
experienced on every one of our 46 routes to 38 countries. 

We've come a long way since our first flighton foot bright 
December morning in 1963 - but we were sure that our standards 
would take us foe whofe distance. 

RDYALJORDAN1AN 
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